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Abstract

Paying attention to public acceptance of criminalization in the context of
legislative criminal policy is essential, and ignoring it will cause harm.
However, paying attention to the acceptability of criminalization in the
context of practice also comes with challenges that legislative policymakers
face. One of the most important challenges is the transformation of attention
to public will into criminal populism, which will cause harm to the
criminalization process. The results of this article indicate that by accepting
the general acceptability of crime as a necessity, the ground for the creation
of criminal populism in its true sense may be created, or the alignment of the
government with the public will may be achieved with other motives that
only resemble criminal populism, which can be referred to as apparent
populism. On the other hand, paying attention to public will may become
only a show on the part of the government and lead to deception of public
opinion, which in some cases takes on a positive aspect in the form of
protection of public interests.
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Extended Abstract

The concept of acceptability:

The maximum acceptance of the criminalization of a behavior by the
addressees of that law can generally be defined as the acceptability of
criminalization. Of course, there are always people who break the criminal
law for reasons that criminology identifies, But the general acceptability of
criminalization means that the public opinion of those who are addressed by
the criminal law is in line with the criminalization of that behavior. In other
words, the acceptability of criminalization means the maximum satisfaction
of the addressees of the criminal law regarding the criminalization itself,
regardless of the crime statistics.

Although the acceptability of criminalization is a quantitative and not a
qualitative concept, given that the level and statistics of the acceptability of
criminalization cannot be achieved based on crime statistics. It is also
important to note that the acceptability of criminalization, which is defined
based on the maximum acceptance of the audience of the law and in a
sociological context, is distinct from the concept of legal acceptability.
Criminalizing a behavior based on criminal science data, including
criminology and crime prevention, may be scientifically acceptable and
justified But in a social context, it may not be accepted by the legal audience.
Therefore, what is explained in this article about the concept of acceptability
is not legal acceptability.

Paying attention to the public acceptability of criminalization in the context
of legislative criminal policy is essential, and ignoring it will cause
harm.However, paying attention to the acceptability of criminology,
regardless of its theoretical foundations, is also accompanied by challenges
in the context of practice that necessitate its identification and separation
from negative phenomena resulting from unregulated or formal attention to
the general acceptability of criminology.By accepting the necessity of
considering public acceptability when criminalizing a behavior, legislative
policymakers face challenges in practice and in the context of considering
acceptability. By accepting the necessity of considering public acceptability
in criminology as a principle and paying attention to the harms of ignoring it,
the issue of practical challenges in the process of considering the
acceptability of criminology emerges.

The practical challenges in addressing the acceptability of criminalization
can be focused primarily on the issue of the phenomenon of criminal
populism. Another phenomenon that may emerge as a practical challenge in
relation to the acceptability of criminalization is the pretense of
acceptability.

ﬂ
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The purpose of this research:

Is to address and explain the practical challenges of legislative policymakers
in addressing the acceptability of criminalization in the criminal lawmaking
process.Practical challenges refer to the challenges that legislative
policymakers will face after leaving the theoretical realm in the real context
and in the implementation stage. Challenges related to the way in which
acceptance is addressed and its implementation mechanism, and the harms
that will arise in light of acceptance, may even manifest acceptance in an
apparent and unrealistic way, or may take control and management of
legislative policymaking out of the hands of politicians and trap them in
populism.

This research was conducted using:

A descriptive and analytical method and data collection tools using library
and digital resources, which include Iranian criminal laws and regulations in
the pre- and post-revolutionary periods, detailed parliamentary debates, and
scientific books and articles.

The findings of this study indicate:

That one of the most important practical challenges in converting attention to
public will and the acceptability of criminology is the realization of the
phenomenon of criminal populism, which will cause damage to the correct
process of criminology.On the other hand, the government may benefit from
a phenomenon called demonstrativeness in order to deceive public opinion
in the context of showing attention to public opinion

This article attempts to address the concept of criminal populism in its two
dimensions, apparent and real, as well as its difference from pretending to be
acceptable, and also the distinction between pretending to be acceptable in
its positive and negative aspects, to reach the conclusion that merely
accepting the public acceptability of crime as a necessity may create the
basis for criminal populism in its true sense Or, alignment with public will
may be achieved by the government with other motives, which can be called
apparent populism. On the other hand, paying attention to public will may
only become a show on the part of the government and lead to deceiving
public opinion, which in some cases takes on a positive aspect in the form of
supporting public interests



