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Abstract

Today, as a result of the information technology revolution and the development of the global Internet,
the network structure has penetrated all areas, covering the entire planet and affecting all societies with
varying degrees of intensity under its pervasive logic. The global Internet has opened up a new space in its
context in the form of Web 1, Web 2, etc. for the flourishing of civil society and political development,
expanded the scope of citizens' political activities, established an inextricable link with individuals' political
behaviors, and changed the nature of politics and political development in a complex way. There are
numerous statistics on the level of access of people to the Internet in the world, none of which differ
significantly from each other, and all of which indicate a significant increase in the level of people's access
to the Internet. Among them, the "Information and Communication Technology Development Index" is a
tool for measuring the level of development of communication infrastructure and services in a country,
which is measured based on a set of sub-indicators in the two main pillars of "universal connectivity" and
"meaningful connectivity". In this study, these indicators have been studied and examined in accordance
with the latest report of the International Telecommunication Union in 2024 as follows. After the
inauguration of the new methodology in measuring the “ICT Development Index” 2023, the “ICT
Development Index” 2024 showed definitive and stable results in overall scores and their distribution
across regions and income groups. The global average score of 74.8 on a scale of O to 100 indicates
significant progress towards inclusive and quality connectivity. However, many economies are still in the
early stages of digital development, with scores reaching 21.3. Connectivity continues to be linked to
development and highlights the deep gap between rich and poor countries; but significant variations within
regions refute any notion of regional determinism. Iran also scored 82.2 in this index, which has increased
by two percent compared to 2023. This research seeks to answer the question of what role the
development of new information and communication technologies has played in limiting the powers of the
government in Iran from 2001 to 2024. The method of this research is qualitative, based on the grounded
theory. The logic of thinking in it is inductive, from part to whole, and the nature of the data in it is textual.
In this research, the target population and sample are selected purposefully and theoretically. The type of
exploratory analysis and the level of analysis in this research are qualitative and a combination of
descriptive, explanatory, and interpretive methods. After collection, the data were loaded into MaxQDA
software and subjected to qualitative analysis. The research findings show that from the perspective of
new institutionalism and as a result of this fundamental transformation, the mechanisms of the democratic
institution in limiting the powers of the government, which consist of four components: "accountability",
"transparency", "monitoring government behavior", and "disclosure", have been significantly strengthened
in the context of new information and communication technologies, especially virtual social networks, by
targeting the rule of law indicator in the field of government performance, which consists of sub-indicators:
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implementation of regulations, establishment of order and security, welfare in various dimensions, civil
justice, criminal justice, open government, and lack of corruption.

Keywords

New information and communication technologies, political development, limiting government powers,
community power, virtual social networks
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The ICT Development Index 2024

Figure A1.2: Structure of the ICT Development Index

ICT Development Index

Universal connectivity pillar Meaningful connectivity pillar
Proportion of individuals who used Mobile network coverage Mobile data and veice high-
the Internet (from any location) in the consumption basket price
last 3 months Percentage of the population (% of GNI per capita)
covered by at least a 3G mobile
- - network .
Proportion of households with Fixed-broadband Internet basket
Internet access at home " i %% of I i
Percentage of the population price (as % of GNI per capita)
- - covered by at least a 4G/LTE —
Active mobile-broadband mobile network Percentage of individuals who own a
subscriptions per 100 inhabitants mobile phone
Mobile broadband Internet traffic per Fixed broadband Internet traffic per
mobile broadband subscription (GB) fixed broadband subscription (GB)
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The ICT Development Index 2024

Figure 1: Distribution of scores for IDI 2024 and the pillars
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