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Abstract

Historical- cultural axis of cities possess significant potential for tourism development and the revitalization of
historic urban fabrics. Over time, however, these areas have been affected by various transformations that have
led to functional, physical, social, and environmental disruptions, highlighting the necessity of implementing urban
regeneration policies. One effective approach to achieving sustainability in historical- cultural fabrics is the
development of green urban tourism, which aligns with the principles of sustainable urban regeneration and
contributes to the preservation of local identity and cultural values. Accordingly, this study aims to propose
strategies for the revitalization and regeneration of Urmia’s historical- cultural axis in order to promote green urban
tourism, considering the city’s rich historical and cultural. Capacities. The historical- cultural axis of Urmia
constitutes the core of the city, covering an area of approximately 124 hectares, and is classified as part of the
deteriorated urban fabric. Due to its distinctive historical and cultural identity and its diverse potentials for urban
tourism development, this area plays a key role in the city structure.The research adopts a descriptive- analytical
methodology and utilizes a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, including documentary, library-
based, and field studies. Internal and external factors were analyzed using the SWOT method, and questionnaires
were employed to weight and prioritize these factors. Based on the findings, strategies were formulated across
seven dimensions- social, economic, physical, functional, aesthetic, environmental, and connectivity networks-
along with corresponding policies and executive actions aimed at activating local capacities for green urban
tourism development while preserving the historical identity of the area.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Historical—cultural axes are among the most
valuable urban spatial structures, as they
preserve cultural identity, collective memory,
and  historical continuity while offering
significant potential for urban tourism.
However, many of these axes have lost their
functional efficiency and wvitality due to
physical deterioration, rapid urban growth,
socio-economic decline, and inadequate
management, becoming part of the deteriorated
urban fabric. Sustainable urban regeneration
provides an integrated approach to addressing
these challenges by balancing physical, social,
economic, and environmental dimensions,
while  carefully  safeguarding  heritage
values.Green urban tourism, as a sustainability-
oriented alternative to conventional tourism,
emphasizes environmental protection,
community  participation, and  cultural
authenticity, making it highly compatible with
the objectives of sustainable regeneration in
historical areas. The historical—cultural axis of
Urmia, covering approximately 124 hectares,
despite its strong identity and tourism potential,
faces multiple challenges such as physical
decay, functional inefficiency, environmental
degradation, and reduced social vitality. This
study aims to fill an existing research gap by
proposing  strategic  guidelines for the
sustainable regeneration of Urmia’s historical—
cultural axis through a green urban tourism
approach, with the goal of enhancing
environmental and spatial quality while
preserving the area’s historical and cultural
identity.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive—analytical
methodology to examine the regeneration of
Urmia’s historical—cultural axis through a green
urban tourism approach. Using a mixed-
methods design, the research integrates
documentary analysis, field surveys, and
participatory assessments to address the social,
economic, environmental, and physical
dimensions of urban regeneration. A
comprehensive literature review establishes the
theoretical foundation, while field
investigations assess spatial, functional, and
socio-economic conditions across the 124-

hectare historic core.The study applies SWOT
analysis, quantified through Internal and
External Factor Evaluation (IFE/EFE) matrices,
to identify key strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and  threats influencing
regeneration. Data were collected via
questionnaires administered to 60 experts,
planners, residents, and tourism practitioners,
and synthesized using the Quantitative Strategic
Planning Matrix (QSPM) to prioritize strategic
interventions. Finally, a seven-dimensional
framework—encompassing social, economic,
physical, functional, aesthetic, environmental,
and  connectivity = aspects—guides  the
formulation of context-specific, sustainable
regeneration strategies aligned with green urban
tourism objectives for Urmia’s historical—
cultural axis.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of Urmia’s historical—cultural axis
highlights a dynamic balance of internal and
external factors influencing its regeneration
through a green urban tourism approach. Key
strengths include a concentrated historic core,
high cultural and architectural value, active
commercial life, and coherent streetscapes that
support pedestrian movement and social
interaction. These qualities provide a solid
foundation for tourism-led regeneration. In
contrast, weaknesses such as physical
deterioration,  incompatible land  uses,
fragmented infrastructure, limited accessibility,
weak  social  participation, and  poor
environmental quality reduce the area’s
functional efficiency and tourism
attractiveness.Externally, growing interest in
cultural and sustainable tourism, municipal
support, and the potential for heritage-based
economic revitalization create significant
opportunities. However, unplanned
development, environmental degradation, and
weak regulatory enforcement pose serious
threats to sustainable regeneration. Based on
SWOT analysis and quantitative prioritization
(IFE, EFE, and QSPM), the study proposes
integrated strategies across seven dimensions:
social, economic, physical, functional,
aesthetic, environmental, and connectivity.
These strategies emphasize community
participation, local economic development,
heritage  restoration,  pedestrian-oriented
functions, environmental protection, visual
quality, and improved accessibility.Overall, the
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findings demonstrate that green urban tourism
can act as an effective catalyst for sustainable
urban regeneration by addressing existing
weaknesses, mitigating threats, and activating
the historical—cultural axis as a vibrant, livable,
and economically dynamic urban core. The
study underscores that successful regeneration
depends on a holistic and integrated approach
rather than isolated interventions.

Conclusion

This study explores the regeneration of Urmia’s
historical—cultural axis through a green urban
tourism framework, highlighting the need for
integrated, multi-dimensional approaches that
combine heritage preservation with social,
economic, functional, and environmental
considerations. The findings show that while
the axis benefits from strong historical identity,
spatial continuity, and concentrated cultural and
commercial activities, it also faces challenges
such as physical decay, incompatible land uses,
inadequate infrastructure, and declining social
vitality, which necessitate targeted and
coordinated interventions.A major contribution
of the research is the development of integrated
strategies across seven interrelated
dimensions—social,  economic, physical,
functional, aesthetic, environmental, and
connectivity—emphasizing community
participation, heritage revitalization, public
space enhancement, pedestrian-oriented design,
and environmental conservation. The study
demonstrates that green urban tourism can act
as an effective catalyst for sustainable
regeneration by activating tourism potential
while  safeguarding  cultural  identity,
environmental quality, and local community
interests. Overall, the findings provide a
practical and replicable framework for planners
and decision-makers, underscoring the role of
green urban tourism in transforming historical—
cultural axes into resilient, vibrant, and
sustainable urban environments.
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