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Abstract

John Searle’s speech act theory, as one of the most significant theories in
linguistics and the philosophy of language, provides an appropriate
framework for analyzing literary texts. This study, adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach and utilizing library sources, examines the story of The
White Dome from Nezami Ganjavi’s Haft Peykar based on the fundamental
concepts of this theory, including assertive, directive, expressive, commissive,
and declarative speech acts. The White Dome, as one of Nezami’s most
outstanding stories, reflects various aspects of social relationships through
rhetorical techniques and imagery. From the perspective of speech act theory,
this story demonstrates how characters convey profound meanings through
their speech acts and how language plays a role in shaping and developing the
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narrative. Addressing, pledging, promising, and breaking promises are among
the influential speech acts in the story’s structural and semantic framework.
This analysis reveals that Nezami Ganjavi implicitly utilized the principles of
this theory and depicted aspects of love, spirituality, and social conflicts
through the characters’ speech. This research not only enhances the
understanding of the story’s speech structure but also illustrates how modern
linguistic theories contribute to the interpretation of classical literary texts.
Keywords: Speech Act Theory, John Searle, Nezami Ganjavi, The White
Dome.

Detailed Abstract

Introduction

Language has always been regarded as one of the most fundamental tools
of human communication, playing a crucial role in shaping thought,
conveying meaning, and structuring literary texts. Speech Act Theory,
initially introduced by J. L. Austin and later developed by John Searle, is based
on the premise that speech is not merely a vehicle for conveying information,
but an act that can influence reality and exert effects within social contexts.
By categorizing speech acts into assertives, directives, expressives,
commissives, and declaratives, this theory provides a framework for
examining how language functions in human interaction and literary
discourse.

Literature- particularly poetry and narrative- offers a fertile ground for

linguistic analysis through the lens of Speech Act Theory, since the utterances
of characters not only serve the function of storytelling, but also play a vital
role in developing thematic content and constructing the semantic architecture
of the text. One of the most prominent literary works amenable to such
analysis is the story of the White Dome (Gonbad-e Sepid) from Haft Paykar
by Nezami Ganjavi. This narrative, replete with rhetorical elements and
artistic imagery, vividly portrays the complexities of human relationships,
commitments, promises, and even their transgressions.

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to investigate the
influence of Speech Act Theory on the structure and meaning of the story of
the White Dome. The primary aim is to demonstrate how the characters
contribute to the transmission of meaning and the progression of the narrative
through their speech acts, and to what extent Nezami, perhaps unconsciously,
employs the principles of this theory to shape interpersonal dynamics and
drive the plot forward. Beyond elucidating the intersection of linguistics and
literature, this analysis seeks to open new horizons for interpreting classical
texts through the prism of modern linguistic theories.
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Research Methodology

In this study, the researcher adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
explore the intellectual and thematic content of the work. From the perspective
of its purpose, this research falls within the category of fundamental
(theoretical) studies. For data collection and analysis, the documentary
method has been employed. Additionally, the tools used in this research
include library sources and note-taking.

-Discussion and Analysis

In the story Gonbad-e Sepid from Haft Paykar by Nezami Ganjavi, speech
acts, based on John Searle's theory, play a fundamental role in advancing the
narrative, character depiction, and conveying emotional and spiritual
transformations. These speech acts can be analyzed through Searle's five main
categories: assertives, directives, commissives, expressives, and declaratives.

A significant portion of the narrative involves assertive speech acts, where
characters describe realities or report on existing situations. For instance, the
introduction of the young man who owns a garden and the description of his
garden by the narrator and characters are clear examples of assertive
statements, which Nezami expresses in a poetic and visual language.
Sentences like "He had a garden shaped like the Garden of Eram" or "Its fruits
were like the fruits of paradise™ are not only descriptive but also enrich the
narrative with aesthetic imagery. Speech acts, such as the young man’s claim
of ownership of the garden (e.g, "The garden is mine"), are examples of
assertive-claim speech acts that state a truth from the speaker’s perspective.
He then shifts to commissive speech acts with threatening and warning
expressions (such as "The property will soon fall to the ground™), representing
a commitment or prediction of consequences.

In some instances, the speech acts take on a directive nature, such as the
sentence "Strike to straighten the path," which invites just and direct behavior
and protests the deviation of the addressee. Alongside this, the sentence "I
shall not pass with you through the wrong veil" contains a commissive speech
act, expressing the speaker’s loyalty to principles and righteousness.

Declarative speech acts also appear in the narrative, particularly in
formally announcing situations. For example, when the guards announce that
the maidens are in the garden or when they declare that a feast is taking place,
a new shift in the narrative is introduced. These statements function similarly
to formal announcements, marking a change in the story's setting.

Overall, Nezami masterfully utilizes the potential of language to portray
various layers of meaning, enriching the narrative with dynamic events
through the use of different speech acts. This artistic combination of language
and narrative structure makes Gonbad-e Sepid a rich model for linguistic and
stylistic analyses.
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Conclusion

The analysis of speech acts in the story Gonbad-e Sepid from Haft Paykar
by Nezami Ganjavi reveals that these acts play a crucial role in advancing the
narrative, depicting characters, illustrating human relationships, and
portraying the spiritual journey of Bahram. Within the framework of John
Searle’s speech act theory, it becomes evident that language in this story is not
merely a tool for transmitting messages but a creative instrument for
constructing the fictional world and exploring the psychological and moral
nuances of the characters. The diverse functions of language—from assertives
and directives to commissives, expressives, and declaratives—Ilead to the
creation of dramatic scenes and the evocation of the inner states of the
protagonists. These speech acts manifest in dialogue, warnings, promises,
threats, and descriptions, organizing the narrative in a natural and intrinsic
way. The findings of the study indicate that Nezami consciously utilizes the
potential of language to craft a purposeful and multi-layered structure, which
can be analyzed through modern linguistic theories. The story Gonbad-e Sepid
offers a valuable model for examining speech interactions in classical Persian
texts, providing a link between linguistics and literary criticism.
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