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Abstract

Language in general, and literature in particular, can be employed as a
powerful tool for the free transmission of thoughts and the creation and
discovery of new meanings within a vast system of signs and significations.
Utilizing structuralist semiotics and employing a descriptive-analytical
method, the present study attempts to examine the underlying semantic layers
of Nezami’s Khosrow and Shirin through Roland Barthes’ ten-stage definition
of hermeneutic codes. The aim of this research is to unveil the hidden
relationships and interactions between the characters and to present a new yet
textually grounded interpretation of this work. The conducted analyses reveal
that Nezami, with precision and ingenuity, has not only crafted a romantic
narrative but has also constructed a complex and symbolically rich structure
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within his work. The characters, particularly Khosrow and Shirin, have been
analyzed from a novel perspective, and the findings suggest that, contrary to
common perception, Shapar, who is typically regarded as a passionate lover,
is in fact the key figure of the story. Although he initially appears to be
enamored with Shirin, he quickly reverts to his original hidden intention and,
with remarkable intelligence and cunning, strives to use Khosrow and Shirin’s
union as a means to fulfill his own ambition of ascending from servitude to
kingship. Consequently, Nezami, through the use of semantic codes, does not
merely seek to narrate a love story but endeavors to embed intricate and
profound layers of meaning within his text.

Keywords: Khosrow and Shirin, Nezami Ganjavi, Hermeneutic Codes,
Roland Barthes’ Theory.

Detailed Abstract

Introduction

Persian literature abounds with texts that embody profound and intricate
layers of meaning. One of its most distinguished works is Khosrow and Shirin
by Nezami Ganjavi - a masterpiece that deserves deep scrutiny not only from
an aesthetic and narrative standpoint but also from the perspective of semantic
and hermeneutic analysis. In this study, the hermeneutic codes of this
composition will be examined, and the intricate relationships among the
characters in the story will be analyzed based on Roland Barthes' theory.
Barthes, as one of the theorists of structuralism and post-structuralism,
introduces the concept of “hermeneutic codes” as one of the key elements in
the process of deciphering a text. These codes refer to the narrative knots and
semantic suspensions that drive the reader to uncover hidden meanings and
fundamental questions surrounding the narrative. In Khosrow and Shirin, the
characters are situated within a framework of emotional, social, and ethical
tensions, with hermeneutic codes playing a crucial role in advancing these
conflicts. By examining these codes, one can discern how narrative
suspensions, the secrets, and the unspoken elements of the text render its
meaning intricately complex and double the pleasure of reading. This article
seeks to employ Barthes’ method to explore how these codes are formed and
what role they play in the intricate ties between characters and it also addresses
these research inquiries by asking whether, by taking into account the
narrative staging and employing Barthes' hermeneutic codes, one can decipher
the main characters and the events associated with them and could the
character of Shapur be regarded as the primary actor and the
behind-the-scenes orchestrator of the love between Khosrow and Shirin?

- Research Methodology
Language in general - and literature in particular - can be employed, within
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a vast array of meanings and signs, as a powerful tool for the free expression
of thoughts as well as for the creation and exploration of new concepts. The
present study by employing structural semiotics and a descriptive-analytical
method, has attempted to examine the underlying layers of semantic meaning
in Nezami’s epic "Khosrow and Shirin" by utilizing Roland Barthes’ ten-stage
definition of hermeneutic codes. The objective of this study is to unveil the
hidden relationships and interactions among the characters, and to present a
new reading—one that is, however, substantiated by the verses of this work.
Analyses of this text demonstrate that Nizami, with deliberate precision and
cunning, has constructed a love story in his work based on a complex
framework of literary codes. In this analysis, employing Barthes’ perspective,
the characters—especially Khosrow and Shirin- have been thoroughly
examined, and the findings indicate that, contrary to the common perception
that Khosrow is not regarded as a deeply heart-broken lover, he in fact
constitutes the central enigma of the narrative. Shapur initially fell in love with
Shirin; however, he swiftly reverted to his original, covert intention and, with
all his ingenuity and deceit, endeavored to exploit the union of Khosrow and
Shirin as a means to fulfill his own agenda-namely, the transition from
servitude to kingship. Consequently, by utilizing semantic codes, Nizami
aimed not only to narrate a love story but also to establish intricate and richly
layered semantic dimensions within his text.

-Discussion and Analysis

An analysis of the epic Khosrow and Shirin based on hermeneutic codes
reveals that this story, beyond being an eventful romance, is replete with
puzzling mysteries. In the beginning, the childhoods of certain characters such
as Shirin and Shapur remain shrouded in ambiguity. Time and space in
Nizami’s narrative are compressed and vague, with major events sometimes
recounted in just a single verse. Mysteries- such as the peculiar behavior of
Khosrow’s horse, his enigmatic dream, and the absence of his sagacious
mentor, Bozorg Omid, in unraveling the narrative- provoke questions in the
reader’s mind. Moreover, the sudden entrance of Shapur and Shirin is
unprecedented. From a Jungian psychological perspective, Khosrow’s dream
can be interpreted as a sign from the unconscious, cryptically foretelling the
future. Overall, Nezami’s narrative abounds with meaningful ruptures, cryptic
silences, and characters who appear within an enigmatic framework,
collectively forming the hermeneutic codes of the story.

In the tale of Khosrow and Shirin, fate and the archetypal role of Shapur-
as both intermediary and wise counselor- determine the course of Khosrow
and Shirin’s love. Khosrow’s dream serves as an augury of union, while
Shapur, through his eloquence, ignites the love between them. Initially, he
introduces Shirin to Khosrow with vivid imagery and carefully chosen words,
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and then he reveals an image of Khosrow to Shirin. However, as the story
unfolds, Shapur’s role becomes increasingly complex; he who initially
appears as a loyal and helpful aide gradually adopts an ambiguous, and at
times, deceptive persona. Rather than relying solely on mere speech, Shirin is
inclined to pursue genuine observation and deeper understanding. This blend
of deceit and truth enhances the richness and mystery of the narrative,
signifying that behind an appearance of loyalty, there are hidden motives. In
Nezami’s Khosrow and Shirin, certain facets of truth emerge gradually over
time. Shapur, who at the outset serves as Khosrow’s devoted messenger and
envoy, slowly transforms into a counselor and close confidant of Shirin,
transcending his initial role as a mere intermediary. Meanwhile, Khosrow
distances himself from a life of indulgence, confers with the wise, and attains
a measure of intellectual maturity. The bitter exchanges between Khosrow and
Shirin peel away parts of Shapur’s fagade, revealing his multifaceted
character. Shirin, with a touch of sarcasm, comments on the influence of
Shapur’s rhetoric and imagery in crafting a fanciful love between herself and
Khosrow. On the other hand, Shapur- armed with distinctive wisdom and
cunning- consistently endeavors to soften the harshness of events, thereby
paving the way for the union. Through his artistry, charm, and dream
interpretation, he plays a pivotal role in the progression of the narrative, acting
not only as a messenger but as a covert performer on the stage of Shirin and
Khosrow’s destiny.

- Conclusion

This study, employing Roland Barthes’ theory of hermeneutic codes, has
analyzed the hidden semantic layers in the epic Khosrow and Shirin. The
results indicate that Nezami was not merely intent on creating a love story;
rather, by using various codes, he offered a multi-layered work full of
concealed meanings. The characters- especially Khosrow and Shirin- are
depicted in a more intricate manner, and the narrative contains contrasts such
as love versus power and lust versus nobility. Shapur initially appears as a
wise and loyal counselor; however, in reality, through deception and clever
schemes, he alters the course of the narrative to suit his own interests. Contrary
to previous analyses, Shapur is not simply an innocent lover, but rather he
stands at the core of the narrative’s transformations. Ultimately, the story of
Khosrow and Shirin evolves from a mere romantic legend into a complex
analysis of love, power, and deceit, with Shapur recognized as the true hero
of the tale.
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