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Abstract

Introduction: In an era characterized by a growing emphasis on
sustainable development and social justice, understanding and
recognizing women's role in wurban decision-making and
management processes is of paramount importance. This study aims
to develop a structural equation model to assess the position of
women in good urban governance in Iran.

Methods: Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this applied
research identifies and analyzes the key drivers influencing women's
roles in urban governance. A researcher-designed questionnaire was
utilized to collect data from 150 experts, resulting in the
identification of 36 factors categorized under four main drivers: laws
and regulations, organizational charts and hierarchies, the
decentralized urban management system, and urban plans and
programs. Structural equation modeling was employed to infer the
causal relationships among these factors.

Findings: The findings reveal that the "decentralized urban
management system" and "laws" exert the most significant influence
on women's positions in good urban governance in Iran, with factor
loadings of 0.87. Organizational charts and hierarchies, with a factor
loading of 0.69, and urban plans and programs, with a factor loading
of 0.59, also have a substantial impact on women's roles.
Furthermore, laws and regulations independently influence
women's participation in urban governance. The study's findings are
credible given that women, constituting more than half of Iran's
urban population, have consistently strived for gender equality. This
research not only provides a critical analysis of the current situation
but also offers recommendations to enhance women's participation
in urban management structures to achieve the vision of good
governance.
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Introduction

The rapid growth of urban areas worldwide
has presented significant challenges to the
balance between urban development and
management (25). Women's empowerment,
often considered a cornerstone of nation-
building, is realized when women actively
participate in economic, social, and political
life. Their diverse perspectives and
contributions can help address existing
challenges and advance sustainable
development (35). Gender experts are
increasingly being employed in
governments, corporations, and non-
governmental organizations to integrate
gender concerns into a wide range of issues.
Through this process, gender experts are
defining a new body of knowledge and a new
profession, making it a subject of study and
debate in contemporary feminist policy (9).
In Iran, women's presence in various urban
spaces is influenced by prevailing social and
cultural norms. Despite numerous laws, such
as the Constitution, the Charter of Citizens'
Rights, and Article 74 of Tehran's Third
Development Plan, which mandates
increasing women's representation in urban
management positions, many challenges and
obstacles persist. This research first
examines the challenges and obstacles to
women's participation in urban
management and decision-making
processes. Subsequently, it identifies the
driving forces influencing women's presence
and participation in urban management and
good governance. Finally, structural
equation modeling is employed to identify
the mechanisms through which these
driving forces impact women's participation
and the intensity of their effects. Ultimately,
the study proposes strategies to facilitate
women's presence and role in good urban
governance in Iran.

Methods

This research employs a descriptive-
analytical approach to examine the existing
literature on governance and women.
Bibliometric analysis is utilized to analyze
the data, aiding in the determination of the
knowledge structure and main trends within
this field. The input data comprises records

and references indexed in WoS and is
analyzed using VOSviewer software.
Furthermore, field data was collected
through a researcher-designed
questionnaire, and structural equation
modeling, along with SPSS and Amos
software, was employed to process the data.
In the initial step, a t-test was used to
evaluate the differences in means between
groups. The status of women's position in
good urban governance in Iran is examined
using structural equation modeling. The
study population consists of 150 experts in
the fields of governance and women's issues,
selected through random sampling. The
validity of the research instrument was
confirmed through content and face validity,
and its reliability was calculated using
Cronbach's alpha. The questionnaire
comprises 36 items that contribute to a
comprehensive analysis of women's status
in good urban governance.

Findings

The first-order model of governance and
women consists of 36 manifest variables and
4 latent variables. The results of the model
indicate  that  "decentralized  urban
management system" and "laws" have the
highest factor loadings of 0.87. In this factor,
the variables "alignment of decision-making
and implementation processes with laws
supporting women" and "existing barriers
and challenges in implementing laws" are
identified as the most and least influential
factors, respectively, with factor loadings of
0.56 and 0.23. In the "decentralized urban
management system" factor, the influence of
"political priorities on decision-making" and
"participation of civil society organizations
in urban management" with a factor loading
of 0.71 has the greatest impact. Moreover,
"influence of political institutions" with a
factor loading of 0.24 has the least impact.
The "organizational charts and hierarchies"
index ranks second in importance, where
"gender biases in organizations” with a
factor loading of 0.74 is the most influential
factor. Finally, the "urban plans and
programs"” factor, with a factor loading of
0.59, ranks last in terms of influence. Paying
attention to the needs and preferences of
women in urban space design, with a factor
loading of 0.83, has the greatest impact. The
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results support the research hypotheses and
can help policymakers develop effective
strategies to enhance women's position in
good urban governance.

Discussion

The examination of women's position in
good urban governance in Iran, utilizing
structural equation modeling (SEM), has
yielded significant results that can serve as a
foundation for effective decision-making in
urban management and the enhancement of
women's roles in governance processes. The
findings of this research demonstrate that
various  variables influence women's
position in urban governance. Identifying
these factors can assist policymakers in
designing and implementing appropriate
strategies.

Conclusion

One of the most significant findings of this
research is the emphasis on the importance
of a "decentralized urban management
system" and "laws" as two key factors, which
together account for a factor loading of 0.87.
This finding indicates the direct impact of
the managerial structure and existing laws
in Iran on women's ability to participate in
social and political activities. Therefore, it is
imperative for policymakers and urban
officials to review and reform laws related to
women's rights and strengthen the urban
management system to create better
conditions for active female participation.
Additionally, the variables "alignment of
decision-making and  implementation
processes with laws supporting women" and
"existing barriers and challenges in
implementing laws," with a factor loading of
0.56, are identified as the most influential
factors. These results demonstrate that
alignment between laws and
implementation processes can play a
significant role in increasing women's
participation. Regarding the "decentralized
urban management system" factor, the
influence of "political priorities” and
"participation of civil society organizations”
with a factor loading of 0.71 has the greatest

impact. Moreover, "organizational charts
and hierarchies" have a significant impact on
women's position. The variable "gender
biases" with a factor loading of 0.74 is the
most influential factor. Finally, paying
attention to the needs and preferences of
women in urban space design, with a factor
loading of 0.83, is of particular importance.
The results of this research can guide
policymakers in taking effective measures to
enhance women's position in good urban
governance. Furthermore, future studies
should delve deeper into various aspects of
this issue to provide more comprehensive
solutions that address the specific needs of
women.
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