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Abstract

Introduction: The confrontation between Rostam and Esfandiyar is a pivotal and majestic narrative in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. The invulnerable Esfandiyar faces Rostam, the unparalleled champion of Iran,
who, guided by the Simorgh, discovers Esfandiyar’s vulnerability and ultimately defeats him with a
forked arrow to the eyes. During the Ilkhanate period, following the Mongol conquest of Iran, those
familiar with the land's culture and arts sought acceptance and popularity by drawing upon the rich
treasury of Iranian cultural heritage—especially its artistic and religious traditions. One of the most
effective means of doing so was by invoking the names and memories of ancient Iranian kings and
depicting themselves in the guise of noble heroes and virtuous rulers as illustrated in the Shahnameh.
These associations also served to legitimize their royal authority. Given that the battle between Rostam
and Esfandiyar is depicted in two significant illustrations in the Great llkhanid Shahnameh, and that these
images are closely linked to the socio-political conditions of that era—alongside the presence of clear
mythological elements in the structure of this conflict—this research aims to explore the mythological
concepts surrounding Esfandiyar’s character within the context of the Great Ilkhanid Shahnameh.
Methodology: This article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach with a mythological
perspective. Data have been collected through library-based research.

Results: The findings indicate that the painters of the IlIkhanid period had specific objectives in their
portrayal of Esfandiyar in the Great IlIkhanid Shahnameh.

Conclusion: The research shows that the heroic battle—an archetypal motif in ancient Iranian
mythology—is used in the Great llkhanid Shahnameh to represent the eternal struggle between the
forces of good and evil, particularly through the story of the battle between Rostam and Esfandiyar.
Furthermore, the depiction of this battle can be interpreted as a parallel to the historical conflict
between Abaga Khan and the Mongol prince Nogai near the Don River, where Nogai was fatally
struck by an arrow to the eye. The Great Ilkhanid Shahnameh illustrations with themes of death
were mostly commissioned by Ghiyas al-Din, vizier to Abu Sa'id Bahadur Khan, in memory of his
father, Khajeh Rashid al-Din Fazlallah Hamadani. These paintings are intimately connected to the
political events during the reign of Abu Sa'id Bahadur Khan. Moreover, the illustrator of the Great
llkhanid Shahnameh, by implicitly referencing the story of Rostam and Esfandiyar, conveys the
theme of Abu Sa'id Bahadur Khan’s acceptance of Islam.
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