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Derivation in popular epic narratives
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Astract

Folkloric and oral narratives related to epic literature, especially the Shahnameh (The Book of Kings), have
emerged as a continuation of the Shahnameh writing tradition and are a valuable resource for deciphering the
complexities of formal epic literature. The late Abolgasem Enjavi Shirazi previously collected many of these
narratives and published them in a three-volume collection. In the present study, the author examines and
analyzes (presents the scientific and true meaning of) the etymologies and derivations of names provided in this
collection. The study concludes that most of the etymologies of the existing names, as required by the content
of such texts, have a folk etymology.This means that the narrator, based on the current apparent form of the
name, provides a meaning for it. For example, Afrasiab is interpreted as "full of mills ,"Kiyumars as "which
marrow/gourd related to meaning gourd/marrow), and Godarz is associated with the mountain and its crevices
.On the other hand, the pronunciation of a group of names was unfamiliar to the narrator, and therefore, they
transformed it into a form that seemed meaningful to them and also corresponded to an action or characteristic
of that person. For instance, Abtin is changed to Abedin, Barmaye to Dayeh - nurse, or Azar to Adel. According
to these narratives, the name of some things, such as Giveh (a type of footwear), is derived from a hero named
Giv, and some place names are also the result of the connection of those places with epic characters and their
actions. For example, the name of a farm called Givomord was considered to be derived from the event of
Giv's death Giv) in that place, or the place name Sisakht was thought to be derived from the event of the harsh

and bitter killing of Bijan and twenty-nine other companions of Kaykhosrow in the snow.
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