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Abstract

Introduction: During the Qajar era, increased cultural exchanges between Iran and the West
profoundly influenced art, architecture, and decorative traditions. Among these, flower-and-bird
painting emerged as a particularly vibrant artistic expression, distinguished by elegance, refined
composition, mastery of color, and an enhanced naturalistic tendency. Rooted in symbolic meaning,
this style symbolizes divine grace and the subtle manifestation of creation, where the flower often
represents the beloved and the bird the lover. The use of luminous colors and nature-inspired framing
not only appealed aesthetically but also evoked the spiritual freedom of the bird in nature. This
research focuses on the paintings of the Molla Bashi (Mo’atamedi) House in Isfahan, aiming to
analyze the role of nature in mural decorations and to interpret the symbolic and aesthetic
significance of flower-and-bird motifs within the architectural context of the Qajar era.
Methodology: The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Initially, archival and library
research were conducted to collect and examine historical data on Qajar architecture and its
decorative systems. This was complemented by on-site observation and detailed documentation of
the Molla Bashi House. The architectural structure of the house, its spatial organization, and
decorative components were systematically studied to identify the placement, stylistic features, and
symbolic functions of the paintings.

Results: The analysis revealed that flower-and-bird paintings in the Molla Bashi House embody
both aesthetic and symbolic dimensions, harmoniously integrated with the architectural framework.
The motifs are distributed across major spaces such as the Shahneshin, Arisiha, and Hozkhaneh,
emphasizing symmetry, rhythm, and spatial coherence. The house’s tripartite structure—comprising
the outer courtyard, inner courtyard, and Hozkhaneh—facilitated the alignment of paintings with
spatial organization, while architectural elements such as octagonal ceilings and stucco frames
provided continuity between structural and decorative layers. The use of warm, luminous colors for
motifs against darker backgrounds created visual emphasis and guided the viewer’s perception,
evoking immersion in natural and contemplative atmospheres. The paintings’ romanticism, layered
symbolism, and compositional balance demonstrate the artist’s conscious effort to merge visual
pleasure with deeper intellectual and spiritual meanings.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the flower-and-bird paintings in the Molla Bashi House are not
merely ornamental but serve as a visual synthesis of art, architecture, and mysticism in the Qajar period.
These motifs reflect the fusion of painting traditions with mystical literature and architectural symbolism,
embodying historical memory and indigenous aesthetics. They also highlight the philosophical depth of
Iranian artistic culture, in which decoration functions as a medium of meaning and spirituality. Ultimately,
the flower-and-bird designs of the Molla Bashi House exemplify how Qajar art transformed architectural
spaces into living canvases, uniting beauty, symbolism, and cultural identity.
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