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Extended Abstract

The rapid emergence of the Internet and mobile-based social networks has transformed patterns of
communication, learning, and social interaction, raising renewed questions about how individuals manage
information, construct meaning, and maintain ethical agency in an era of pervasive connectivity. This study
investigates the relationship between the use of modern communication technologies, media literacy, and moral
development among students and faculty members at Payame Noor University, Kerman Center. The research
aimed to determine whether the frequency and manner of applying new communication technologies correlate
with higher levels of critical understanding of media messages and with indicators of moral reasoning and
responsibility. Employing a descriptive—correlational design, the study population comprised
approximately 3,900 students and 54 faculty members. According to the Morgan table, a sample of 351 students
was randomly selected, while all faculty members participated through census. Data were collected using three
validated instruments: a 20-item Media Literacy Questionnaire assessing awareness, analysis, critical viewing,
and selective use of media; a researcher-developed 20-item scale measuring the extent and quality of modern
technology use; and the 32-item Moral Foundations Questionnaire covering five dimensions—care, fairness,
loyalty, authority, and purity. Reliability coefficients for all instruments exceeded 0.70, ensuring acceptable
internal consistency. Descriptive statistics, Pearson correlation, and multiple linear regression analyses were
performed using SPSS 26. The findings revealed a moderate, positive, and statistically significant relationship
between the level of modern technology use and media literacy (r=0.521,p <0.001), indicating that greater
engagement with communication technologies predicts a 27 percent variance in the development of media literacy
skills. Similarly, a positive correlation was found between technology use and moral development
(r=0.418,p<0.001), with the explanatory power reaching 17 percent, suggesting that digital engagement, when
informed and purposeful, may strengthen ethical awareness and responsibility within academic communities. The
results confirm that increasing exposure to diverse online content can enhance individuals’ critical analysis,
discernment of media intentions, and reflective moral reasoning, provided that technology is used mindfully and
educational systems support ethical frameworks for digital interaction. The study concludes that universities
should institutionalize systematic media-literacy education and moral-awareness training as core components of
general education curricula to cultivate responsible, reflective users of technology. Integrating workshops,
digital-ethics seminars, and teacher-training programs could empower students and faculty to transform media
consumption into informed participation, thereby reinforcing both cognitive and moral dimensions of learning in
higher education. Future studies should enlarge the population base and incorporate qualitative approaches to
capture contextual and generational differences in digital ethics. Overall, the findings highlight that informed and
ethical utilization of modern communication technologies can foster both media competence and moral growth
essential for sustainable academic and social development.
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Abstract
Introduction: This study aimed to explore the relationship between the extent of using
modern communication technologies, media literacy, and moral development among
students and faculty members of Payame Noor University, Kerman Center.
Methodology: The research employed a descriptive-correlational design. The statistical
population comprised all students and faculty members of the university. Based on the
A . sample size determination table, 351 students were selected from approximately 3,900
ccepted: 01/11/2025 . . ..
Published: 04/12/2025 students through 51mple r.andom sampling, and all Sfl faculty meml?ers pgrtmpated Que
PP: 1.14 to the small population size. Data were collected using three questionnaires measuring
media literacy, use of modern communication technologies, and moral development.
ISSN (Online): 3092-6629 Findings: The resultg revealed a pqsitive and signiﬁgang relationship between the use of
modern communication technologies and both media literacy and moral development
- - among students and faculty members (p <0.001).
Conclusion: It is recommended that universities and higher education institutions design
training programs and workshops to enhance the ethical and informed use of modern
communication technologies. Such initiatives can strengthen media literacy and foster
moral development in academic communities.
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