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Abstract

The present study seeks to conduct a comparative evaluation of the nuclear policies of the
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Hassan Rouhani administrations from the perspective of David
Easton's systems theory. The primary research question is whether systemic factors have led to
differences in the approaches of the Ahmadinejad and Rouhani governments toward nuclear
energy. The hypothesis posits that considering the systemic impact of domestic and international
factors and the primacy of internal and international structural constraints over foreign policy
decision-makers, despite the political and ideological differences between Ahmadinejad and
Rouhani, the two presidents' approaches to nuclear energy have not significantly diverged. The
research method employed in this dissertation is explanatory and utilizes a causal-structural
mechanism. The results indicate that the Ahmadinejad administration, from the outset, pursued its
nuclear policy by severing relations with major powers and disregarding sanctions imposed by the
United Nations and the United States. However, with the rise of Hassan Rouhani to power,
although he initially pursued a path of engagement with major powers regarding nuclear energy—
ultimately culminating in an agreement known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with world powers—his administration eventually reverted to the same policies and
orientations that had been adopted by the Ahmadinejad government. The reason behind the
similarity in nuclear policymaking between the two administrations, despite their distinct political
perspectives, lies in the structure of the international system. The behavior of the Rouhani
administration toward major powers on the nuclear energy issue, particularly after the U.S.
withdrawal from the JCPOA, followed the same trajectory previously experienced by the
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Ahmadinejad administration. Given the primacy of structure over agents in the international
system, political ideologies and partisan affiliations have not significantly influenced the foreign
policy decisions of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding nuclear energy. Instead, the structural
constraints of the international system have been the determining factors shaping Iran's foreign

policy in this domain.

Keywords: Systems theory, nuclear energy, political structure, foreign policy, Iran, United States,
JCPOA, Hassan Rouhani, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
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