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A reading on Oedipus and its complex in boy murder from the perspective of
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Abstract

Mythological and epic narratives often serve as rich platforms for examining the
collective unconscious and psychological concepts. One of the most well-known of
these concepts in Freud's psychoanalytic theory is the Oedipus complex, which
refers to the psychological conflict between father and son during the formation of
identity and power dynamics. The story of Rostam and Sohrab in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh is an example of a mythological tragedy where the relationship between
father and son unconsciously culminates in confrontation, anger, and ultimately,
filicide.The author employs a descriptive-analytical method and library-
documentary sources, collecting information through reading the Shahnameh and
note-taking, to analyze the Oedipus complex and its implications for filicide in the
story of Rostam and Sohrab. Freud believed that Oedipus acted upon a desire
present in everyone during childhood. In his clinical examinations, Freud repeatedly
observed this pattern: affection and love for the parent of the opposite gender, along
with jealousy, hatred, and even a wish for the death of the same-gender parent. He
ultimately named this the Oedipus complex. Rostam, an aging hero whose authority
is gradually waning, retains his legendary status as the hero of the Shahnameh until
the end. From a mythological perspective, the Oedipus complex is explained based
on totemic beliefs: sons rebel against the father because he monopolizes all
pleasures, attempting to overthrow him. However, out of love and reverence for the
father, they renounce the mother and, in memory of the father's sacrifice, hold ritual
ceremonies. In the present study, the author analyzes the story of Rostam and
Sohrab from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh through the lens of Freud’s views on the
father-son relationship and the Oedipus complex. In the story, the son is killed so
that the father, as a symbol of tradition and the foundation of Iran, may continue to
survive.

KeyWords: Rostam, Sohrab, filicide, Oedipus complex.

! PhD Student, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.

shakibamalekshahi8@gmail.com ) ) S
. Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Tehran,
Iran. (Corresponding Author) hoseinbayat@gmail.com

3 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Tehran,
Iran. sarli@khu.ac.ir

4 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Tehran,
Iran. Bahadorbagheri47@gmail.com

VEY


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

