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Semiotic analysis of color words in Hafez's sonnets based

on Peirce and Saussure's approaches

Leila Khalifpour', Shabnam Hatampour Ph.D"*, Farzaneh Sorkhi Ph.D",

Bahman Gorjian Ph.D¥

Abstract

Poets use color symbolism to express feelings and narrow thoughts that may take a
long time to describe. They are rarely used explicitly and often implicitly and in the
form of innovative and expressive arts in various poetic formats, especially sonnets.
Semiotics is among the methods of linguistic criticism, including new scientific
perspectives, which are closely related to literary texts due to their linguistic nature,
and therefore can be a worthy choice for researchers in literary analysis and criticism.
In this research, the color symbolism of Hafez's sonnets, one of the most distinguished
sonnets of the Iraqi period, based on the two approaches of Peirce and Saussure as the
basic models of semiotics. This research has been done in a descriptive-analytical
method and its purpose is to answer the question that what are the differences and
similarities of the results obtained from the application of the two mentioned
approaches in the analysis of the color words of Hafez's sonnets? Findings indicated
that two approaches follow a similar path to achieve the research objectives. Although
the verses extracted in both patterns are basically the same in the use of color words;
But in the final stage in Saussure's model, the color remains indirectly and in the form
of implicit color words; But in Peirce's model, color is extracted from the lower layers
of the meaning of the word due to the unlimited cycle of interpretation.

Keywords: color symbolism, Hafez's poem, rhetorical arts, semiotics, Peirce,
Saussure.
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