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Bahrain is the only country of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council
that has not yet normalized its diplomatic relations with Iran. Its main
regional allies, Saudi Arabia and the UAE, improved their relations with
Iran more than a year ago. The current research, which employs the
explanatory research method, examines the benefits and obstacles
associated with the resurgence of relations between the two countries. The
question that arises is: why is the relationship between Bahrain and Iran
moving towards the restoration of diplomatic relations after breaking off
four times? We propose the following hypothesis as a potential
explanation: Under the current global and regional circumstances, the
Bahraini government believes that establishing strong ties with Tehran
could potentially reduce the areas of conflict between Iran and Bahrain, as
well as the likelihood of protest movements operating in this country and
receiving lranian support. Furthermore, the restoration of Bahrain's
relations with Iran can play an effective role in regional peace and
stability, as well as the continuation of Bahrain's economic growth. The
research findings suggest that the primary driving force behind Bahrain's
decision to reestablish relations with Iran is the current global and regional
conditions. The government of Bahrain recognizes the need for stability
and has concluded that Iran poses a significant threat to this country.
Therefore, it should pursue a de-escalation process with Iran to enhance
stability in the turbulent region and sustain its economic growth.

Keywords: Restoration of diplomatic relations, Persian Gulf region,
Regional balance, Neighborhood policy, Stability and security
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