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Received: 2023/05/23 The sociability of the city's public spaces leads to the socio-economic
Accepted: 2024/05/15 prosperity of the city, and its failure is considered one of the most fundamental
PP:57-70 urban problems. Current public spaces in our metropolises, including Urmia,

are not exempt from this. The current research aims to explain the future state
of public spaces in terms of sociability, with the use of a future research
perspective and descriptive-survey method in order to explain the sociability
scenarios of public spaces in Urmia city, emphasizing on research documents
and experts' opinions of this topic. With this goal in mind, first the key drivers
affecting the sociability of public spaces were extracted from library
documents and the data were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire
and analyzed with MICMAC software. After identifying the key drivers of the
system, which are a total of five drivers, including the multi-purpose space,
the amount of general supervision of the space, the presence of green spaces,
the amount of facilities in the space and the presence of different age groups,
the three possible situations of optimal, static and critical for each of the
drivers are determined. After experts' evaluation and data entry into the
scenario wizard software, a total of 1 strong scenario, 15 believable scenarios
and 206 weak scenarios were identified and discussed in the sociability of
public spaces in Urmia. The results indicate that the possibility of crisis
. situations in the future of Urmia's public courts is more likely than the
space, public R . o
spaces, scenario, favorable and static situation. The results of the research indicate that the
Urmia city application of a future-oriented and scenario-oriented view facilitates the
logical and planned achievement of the desired state of sociability of spaces
and reveals the possible dangers of facing critical situations in the public
spaces of the city.
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Introduction

In fact, the human is an entity in relation to
other objects and people in the world and can
evolve only through interaction with them. The
lack of face-to-face interactions in the urban
space is one of the basic problems of
contemporary cities. Urban public spaces make
it possible to understand the city by providing
the possibility of encounters and dialogue
between the citizens of a city. In fact, the public
space provides the possibility of a
communication between the citizens or urban
groups that compile the text of the city in a
process of dialectical materialism. Therefore,
presence and exposure in urban spaces are a
burden on participation in the fate of the city
and its citizens. Public spaces promote the
democratization of urban society by having a
sociable atmosphere and creating a context for
interactions between citizens and urban social
groups. These are the places where urban text is
formed from the collision of various ideas and
beliefs and their results. In the process of
modernization, industrial fields are cut from the
closed institutions of the disciplinary society,
penetrate into the social body, and make the
social matter uniform and standardized through
separation and individualization. This issue
reduces the quality of public spaces and makes
sociability, social interaction and conversation
within these spaces flourish, and this issue
changes a democratic urbanism into a
controversial one. It is as if some citizens are
excluded from the urban text and have no role
in its compilation. The influence of modernity
in the Iranian and urban planners’ thinking also
reveals similar effects in urban spaces,
especially mother cities as regional and national
poles, and the city of Urmia is not an exception
in this regard. Therefore, it seems necessary to
think about ways to improve the quality of the
future public spaces of this city for more
socialization.

Methodology

This study is an applied research with
futurology and scenario writing approach. Data
collection included library sources and field
data. First, the effective indicators of the
sociability of urban public spaces were
identified by studying library resources, and
then by creating a cross-effects questionnaire,

the effects of the identified factors were
evaluated by experts (on a scale of 0 to 4)
during structural analysis. Twenty-four experts
were selected by snowball sampling from the
academic community of the subject area of the
research, and the collected data from the
questionnaire was entered into the Micmac
software. In the next step, the variables that
have the highest direct and indirect
influence/receptivity in the system and were
part of the system's risk variables were selected
for the continuation of scenario writing and by
developing the logic of the scenario and
evaluating the cross matrix (values from -3 to
3), by Experts questionnaire, these values with
three defaults: staying constant, decreasing and
increasing, were entered in the scenario wizard
software and the desired scenarios were
compiled.

Results and Discussion

The influence/receptivity graph of the
indicators on the Micmac screen shows the
types of variables in the system. First of all, this
graph indicates the instability of the system
because the distribution of variables is such that
most of the variables are scattered around the
diameter. In terms of the typology, the variables
of multi-purpose space, the amount of public
supervision of the space, the presence of green
spaces, the number of facilities available in the
space, and the presence of different age groups
are bidirectional variables of the system that
have a very high impact/receptivity in the
system. Among them, the variable of public
supervision on space, the target variable and the
rest are risk variables. For the five selected
propellants, which were called the main actors
of the system, different modes are envisaged
from the point of view of futurology and
planning. Therefore, three favorable, static, and
critical conditions were determined for each of
the engines. After determining the possible
situations, the questionnaire on the mutual
effects of each of the 15 situations on each other
was completed by the experts in this subject
area. The results were analyzed by Scenario
Wizard software, and a total of 1 strong
scenario, 15 believable scenarios, and 206 weak
scenarios were identified for the future of
socialization of public spaces in Urmia city.
The only strong scenario of the research
indicates the movement towards public green
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spaces that provide various services and
facilities to the residents.

Conclusion

The only strong scenario of this research will
realize the social and welfare goals of the
sociability of public spaces in Urmia city,
which seeks to increase green spaces and
improve the provision of services and facilities
to space users, however, it neglects the
economic functions of these spaces. The first
plausible scenario, which was the most
probable scenario of the research, indicates the
economic and speculative importance of
Urmia's public spaces. In this possible situation,

the economic efficiency of the sociability of the
spaces 1s emphasized, whereas the social
functions of the spaces are neglected. The
achievement of the work can be justified from
the point of view that, unlike the researches that
emphasize the description and analysis of the
current state of public spaces in the city, it pays
attention to the future and the state of these
spaces with a planning perspective. On the
other hand, with the application of a future
research perspective, the danger of the
possibility and low quality of the occurrence of
undesirable and critical states of sociability of
the public spaces of the city was also revealed.
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