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: Abstract

: Today, coastal tourism with increasing growth has emerged as an effective
: factor in shaping the centers of development in coastal sites in rural areas. The
: coastal villages of Rasht are considered to be a suitable microclimate for
: tourism development, but the social-cultural structure of the villages has faced
: challenges in recent years Because of the problems associated with these areas.
: The main goal of this research is to investigate the socio-cultural consequences
. affected by tourism development in the eleven coastal villages. The research
: method is descriptive-analytical and has an applied nature in terms of the goal.
: The data was measured in the form of a Likert scale, and SPSS software and
: one-sample T-test were used for analysis.

: The result of the research shows; Despite the fact that the development of
: tourism has increased the awareness of the rural community, consequences
: such as the increase in the problems of rural youth in buying land due to the
© intensification of a surge in land dealership, evasion of the law in the field of
¢ unauthorized construction, fraud and the increase in the illegal purchase and
: sale of real estate and land to The order with the weighted averages of 4.63,
: 4.41 and 4.40 has brought the highest amount of socio-cultural damage and
: negative impact among other items. On the other hand, the role of tourism
: development on increasing the future of the society In preserving local
: resources, expanding integration and social-cultural integration, creating
: security and safety of the local community, it has been evaluated less than
. other components, and the mentioned items were for the decisions of the
¢ institutional-management field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Gilan province, especially the coastal villages
of Rasht, bears a great potential for tourism
development in the country. Considering
features such as the location of the area under
research and villages in the vicinity or in
Anzali commercial-industrial free zone, the
increase in demand for tourism and the upward
trend in the number of tourists, especially
dominance in the area of mass and recreational
tourism, the trend has had some consequences
in social and cultural aspects. In fact, the
existence of difficulties and problems related
to these sensitive areas has led to a divergence
from sustainable development in the socio-
cultural structure of the eleven neighboring
coastal villages. It seems that the vicinity

of Rasht coastal villages to Anzali
commercial-industrial free zone will inevitably
lead to a number of changes. These changes
are then highly likely to affect cultural and
social aspects of the host society. The research
intends to analyze the socio-cultural
consequences of this industry and provide the
necessary solutions to modify and improve the
existing strategies .

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical
and has an applied nature in terms of goal.
Data collection has been done through
documentary methods and field study to
investigate and explain the socio-cultural
consequences of tourism development using
observation, interviews and questionnaires.
The data analysis has been done both based on
the available data and the results of the survey
on local communities and officials’ views. The
target population includes the coastal villages
of Rasht residents, including eleven villages
bearing a population of 7976 people and 2851
households.

The sample size, including 339 samples, was
determined using Cochran.  In order to
evaluate the questionnaire validity officials
and experts’ opinions of the General
Directorate of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism of Gilan Province, Anzali Free
Zone Tourism Area, professors and officials
and villagers, members of the village Islamic
Council were used and Cronbach alpha test
was used to check the reliability. The obtained
number of 0.98 is an acceptable indicator of
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reliability. Random-quota sampling method
was used to distribute the questionnaire among
residents,local officials, people and experts in
the area.

The data related to 18 items socio-cultural
effects of tourism development was organized
and evaluated in the form of a five-point
Likert scale. SPSS software and one-sample T-
test were used for the analysis.

In this test, number 3 is considered as the test

value. The value of the significance coefficient
T, at the confidence level of 95%, indicates the
significance of the effects of tourism
development on research variables. The
significance level is less than 0.05, which
means that it is less than the error value and all
the results are meaningful and can be
generalized to the whole society.

Findings

The findings of the research show that young
villagers facing problems purchasing land
properties as a result of surge in land
dealership, escaping law enforcement and
constructing unauthorized structures, fraud and
the increase in the illegal purchase and sale of
real estate and land including an average
weight of 4/63, 4/41 and 4/40 respectively
have brought the highest amount of socio-
cultural damage and negative impact
compared to other factors. The growth of
utilitarian and brokerage thinking, negative
effects on the behavior and relationships of the
rural community, and locals and family
disputes regarding land are among other
consequences observed in these coastal areas
due to uneven development of tourism
industry. Therefore, lack of proper planning
and decision-making strategies regarding
sustainable development in the institutional-
management sector can impede or lessen the
effect of sustainable tourism and therefore
lead to the emergence of social-cultural
consequences. In rural areas, this requires both
a comprehensive approach and science-based
management techniques to consciously guide
and smooth the sustainable path of
development using the institutional
management field help.
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Conclusion
Considering the effects and consequences of

tourism development between tourists and the
host community in rural areas are of crucial
importance. Since these intangible effects on
culture and society are formed slowly and
steadily, in the absence of a systematic
planning strategy managed by institutional-
management departments, the development of
tourism will fall far behind the goals of
sustainable development.

Therefore, the absence of proper planning and
decision-making strategies which are based on
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sustainable developments in the institutional-
management sector can lead to the emergence
of social-cultural consequences. Rural areas
require both a comprehensive approach and a
science-based  management  system  to
consciously guide and smooth the sustainable
path of development by the institutional-
management field.
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