Summer 2022.Vol 12. Issue 46

ISSN (Print): 2251-6735 - ISSN (Online): 2423-7051

Research Paper

Systematic review of published articles on '"Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design'' in Urban Spaces of Iran (1999 - 2020)

Alireza Mohammadi'

1. Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran

Received: 13 December 2020
Accepted: 12 June 2020
PP: 144-163

Use your device to scan and read the
article online

0

Keywords:
Scientific-research articles,

Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design, Iranian

cities, systematic review.

: Abstract
: The aim of this study was to systematically review the Persian papers
: published in the Persian scientific-research journals on the topic of Crime

¢ Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED). In this cross-sectional
and documentary study, articles published over the last 20 years (1999-2020)
: have been screened using the standard checklist of The Joanna Briggs Institute
(JBI). Finally, using 8 JBI criteria, 38 articles were selected and included in the
final analysis. The findings show that more than %80 of CPTED articles have
. been published since 2011. Islamic Azad University units with the publication
of 8 articles (%21.05) and Urban Management and Law Enforcement Affairs
¢ Journals with the publication of 3 articles (%7.87) had the highest share in the
article’s publication on "CPTED". Of the all-published articles, 45/73 were
: prepared by documentary method. In %44.73 of the articles, the city was
selected as the study area. Geography and urban planning had the highest share
in article production with 13 articles (%34.21), architecture with 11 articles
¢ (%28.95) and urban planning with 7 articles (%18.42). The findings indicate
that the first set of (documentary) studies have introduced and described
i "CPTED". Second-hand articles (surveys) have attempted to use "CPTED" to
measure the security of urban spaces, and a third has attempted to prescribe it
: as a standard urban planning guide. The results of this study show that most
articles have repeatedly introduced CPTED, its principles and theories
surrounding it, and indigenous and independent theorizing has not been

conducted. Future studies can focus on expanding indigenous theories of urban
planning to apply this theme in the field of urban planning in Iran.

Gifdfion] Alireza Mohamamdi (2022): Systematic review of published articles on "Crime Prevention
through Environmental Design" in Urban Spaces of Iran (1999 - 2020). Journal of Regional Planning, Vol

11, No 45, PP:144-163

DOI: 10.30495/JZPM.2022.5385

“Corresponding author: Alireza Mohammadi
Address: Professor of Geography and Urban Planning, University of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran

Tell: +98 9126844392

Email: Alirezamohammadi20142014@gmail.com



Systematic review of published articles on "Crime Prevention through Environmental Design"

Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the growth of urbanization, crime in the
cities of developing countries such as Iran has
been inevitable. The environmental
characteristics of cities, especially large cities
in Iran, have created opportunities for all kinds
of crimes. The occurrence of crime in cities
has led to an increase in feelings of insecurity
and the imposition of social and economic
costs. However, the experience of recent
decades in dealing with crime has shown that
strict security measures, the construction of
more prisons, and the punishment of
perpetrators have not reduced crime. Also,
most policies have focused on combating
crime itself, and crime prevention policies
have been neglected. Basically, Iran's legal
policies have focused on crime itself.
According to research from the 1960s
onwards, crime and insecurity in cities are
spatial in nature and therefore require
prevention methods and spatial strategies to
reduce crime. On a global scale, the "crime
prevention through environmental design”
(CPTED) approach has been hailed as a
preventative measure. For example, the
International Association for CPTED was
founded by Gerard Saville, and the Sarkisian
Association of Planners has implemented this
approach in urban projects by providing
planning and design guidelines. But the
problem is that in Iranian cities and in the field
of policy and implementation, environmental
approaches to crime prevention in urban
planning and urban development have been
poorly pursued. Most researchers have
acknowledged the direct link between
environmental conditions and the occurrence
of crime, and have advocated the adoption of
location-based preventive measures in anti-
crime policies. Davis et al., For example,
believe that the "CPTED" and effort to create
safe cities should be at the heart of urban
planning.

After two decades of serious attention to the
issue of "CPTED" in Iranian scientific
societies and the preparation of a significant
number of books, articles or reports in the field
of urban operations and urban planning, this
issue has not achieved anything. Clearly, this
approach has not led to a transformation
document to create safer cities. Despite the
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promotion of the "CPTED" approach by
Iranian researchers in the last two decades, this
issue has not led to any achievement in the
planning and planning system of Iran, in the
laws and operational field of urban planning.
Perhaps part of the problem has to do with
how this approach is introduced and its
applications by the scientific literature.

Methodology

The present study is a combination of
systematic review and qualitative study that
reviews the application of the "CPTED"
approach in urban environments of Iran in
scientific-research studies. Systematic review
is a method of literature review that tries to
focus on selecting, evaluating, and combining
studies. Systematic review allows the
researcher  to  identify  study  gaps,
shortcomings, differences, and similarities of
the findings by examining the study
background on a single topic and to provide a
framework for new research activities in that
field. In a systematic review, by defining a
protocol (evaluation criterion), the researcher
is biased in selecting studies. In fact, it is a
systematic review of the summary, synthesis
and quantification of study findings. Since one
of the methods of systematic review is meta-
analysis (meta-analysis) and often deals with
studies with quantitatively measured data
(statistics, effect size, standard deviation, etc.).
However, this study is based on
inhomogeneous studies, most of which have
been studied qualitatively, and it was not
possible to use meta-analysis in this study.
Therefore, the main approach of research is
descriptive analysis.

Results and Discussion

The temporal distribution of the publication of
Persian articles showed that the "CPTED"
approach from the 2001s has quickly attracted
the attention of researchers in various
scientific disciplines. The largest number of
publications (30 articles) were published in
governmental universities and their affiliated
centers. At the same time, papers on "CPTED"
have been published in most prestigious
Persian journals in the field of urban, social
and law sciences and have not been specific to
one discipline.

Methodologically, one of the important
findings was that a significant part of the



Systematic review of published articles on ""Crime Prevention through Environmental Design"

published studies (more than 43%) was
prepared by documentary method. Also, in
most of them, 5 main components of
"CPTED" have been examined. The findings
also showed that some disciplines such as
geography and urban planning, urban planning
and architecture have received the most
attention and acceptance of the "CPTED"
approach in studies. Although this has been
considered in other disciplines such as law,
sociology and crime prevention management,
the role of other sciences seems to have been
less important.

In terms of the objectives set in the studies, the
focus of most studies has been on introducing
the "CPTED" approach and trying to assess
the current situation of cities based on this
approach. Methodologically, in almost all
selected studies, CPTED has been used as a
measure and tool to measure the safety or
mass of urban spaces. While such an approach
to CPTED is completely wrong and far from
theoretical and practical reality. Because the
urban contexts of Iran were formed before the
introduction of "CPTED" in the Iranian urban
literature (1980 onwards), and such a
comparison is not scientifically correct. Also,
the criterion of setting the principles of
"CPTED" to measure the degree of crime or
security of urban spaces based on a theory or
scientific approach that has not been
implemented in practice in urban planning in
Iran, is worth discussing. In terms of achieving
results and presenting innovation, it can be
pointed out that almost all studies have
emphasized the wusefulness of using the
"CPTED" approach in the architecture-urban
planning of urban spaces in Iran. However,
many studies have not shown any innovation
in applying the CPTED approach to urban
planning in Iran.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that the "CPTED" approach
has been highly considered in scientific and
research centers since the 2001s. Although the
share of public universities was higher than the
total number of published articles (79%), the
number of Azad Islamic university units also
produced 21% of the articles on this subject.
Findings also showed that in published
scientific-research studies, the documentary
method had a significant share. Clearly, 43% of
the studies were published documented without
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survey work. Unfortunately, in this regard, more
than 90% of them have repeated the concepts
and theories and republished them. From a
theoretical point of view, none of the internal
experts has presented an independent and
indigenous theory. Most of the studies have
chosen the scope of research on a city scale and
the metropolis of Tehran has been the focus of
more selected studies according to the number of
universities located in it. Among the related
scientific disciplines, the number of articles
published by specialists in the fields of
geography, urban planning and architecture was
higher. The findings also show that the main
purpose of most of the published articles was to
introduce and explain the principles of the
CPTED approach. Even in survey studies, an
attempt has been made to assess the current
situation of cities and urban neighborhoods with
the CPTED approach.

A review of these studies also shows that this
approach, like some other approaches (such as
New Urbanism) that have entered the field of
urban planning in Iran without in-depth study
and study, has been highly praised and approved.
Based on the findings of this study, it can be
suggested that further studies in the field of
"CPTED" while avoiding the repetition of
previous texts and the repetition of theoretical
concepts, focus on the development of theories
related to this issue. Also, the presentation of
indigenous theories appropriate to the urban
conditions of Iran is the main gap of previous
studies that future studies should pay attention
to. Finally, it seems that the use of "CPTED" in
new urban developments or the re-creation of
urban environments can be implemented if it
goes beyond idealism, prescribing unrealistic
and purely engineering standards and paying
attention to the social content of living in Iranian
cities.
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