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The purpose of this research is to analyze the impact of border bazaars on the
sustainable livelihood of the residents (the case of Chazabeh bazaar). This research is
applied in terms of purpose, in terms of descriptive-survey method and in terms of field
data collection. The statistical population of the research was the residents of Bazarche
Chazaba area (age range 15 to 50 years old), from which 384 people (192 women and
192 men) were determined as a sample using Cochran's sample size formula for an
unlimited population. were randomly selected. The tool used was a researcher-made
questionnaire, whose validity was confirmed by experts using the content-dependent
method, and its reliability coefficient was estimated using the Cronbach's alpha
formula of 0.8. Descriptive and inferential statistics (one-sample t-test, independent t-
test and Friedman's test) were used to analyze the data. The findings of the research
showed that the impact of Chazaba border market on the sustainable livelihood of the
residents of the region was less than average (2.86 out of 5). And there was no
significant difference between the views of women and men in this regard. The impact
of Chazaba border market on the dimensions of sustainable livelihood are: physical
capital (3.24 out of 5), human capital (2.93 out of 5); social capital (3.01 out of 5);
natural capital (2.76 out of 5) and financial capital (2.38 out of 5).
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The economy of people living in border areas is separate from other economic activities and
is more dependent on the border. If border-related activities are organized and legal solutions
are thought out, it can contribute to the economic prosperity of these areas and increase the
economic power of border residents. Establishing border markets as a strategy that brings
economic dynamism and diversification to the economic activities of villagers can solve many
of their problems, especially their livelihood. One of these markets is the Chazaba border
market. According to Baluti Mirza, the customs supervisor of Khuzestan Province, this
market was opened 110 kilometers northwest of Ahvaz in 2008 for the purpose of exporting
goods to Iraq and transporting pilgrims from the two countries. The activity of this border
market has led to the economic prosperity of the cities of western Khuzestan and the creation
of productive employment for Khuzestan's production and industrial units in the past decade.
Some economists believe that the opening of the borders of neighboring countries to each
other and the expansion of cross-border trade will direct the economic resources of nations
towards activities that have higher productivity and accelerate their growth and development.
Since the border market in Chazaba has been operating for more than a decade, it is necessary
to assess the effects of this market on the sustainable livelihood of the residents of this region,
considering the goals of the border markets, and based on the results of this assessment, the
authorities should make the necessary plans. In this regard, the aim of this research is to
determine the impact of the border market in Chazaba on the sustainable livelihood of the
residents and to answer the question: to what extent have the border markets in Chazaba
affected the sustainable livelihood of the residents?

This research is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive-survey in terms of method and field in
terms of data collection. The statistical population of the research was all residents of the border
market area of Chazaba (age range 15 to 50 years); based on the Cochran sample size formula
for an unlimited population, 384 people were determined as a sample and randomly selected.
The instrument used in this research was a researcher-made questionnaire adapted from the
research of Veisi et al., (2017). This questionnaire included 45 items in the form of closed-
ended responses and was prepared in the form of a five-point Likert scale (very low to very
high) in five dimensions of sustainable livelihoods, namely physical, human, natural, financial
and social capital. Content-related validity was used to examine the validity of the
questionnaire. Thus, the questionnaire along with the research questions was provided to
experts (sociological experts), who applied their corrective opinions after reviewing them. In
order to examine the reliability of the questionnaire, a preliminary study was conducted on a
group of 30 members of the community, and then the reliability coefficient was estimated using
the Cronbach's alpha formula. Descriptive and inferential statistics (one-sample t-test, Friedman
test, independent t-test, and Friedman test) were used to analyze the data.

The findings of the research showed that the impact of Chazaba border market on the
sustainable livelihood of the residents of the region was less than average (2.86 out of 5). And
there was no significant difference between the views of women and men in this regard. The
impact of Chazaba border market on the dimensions of sustainable livelihood are: physical
capital (3.24 out of 5), human capital (2.93 out of 5); social capital (3.01 out of 5); natural
capital (2.76 out of 5) and financial capital (2.38 out of 5).
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Conclusion

According to the research findings, the impact of the Chazaba border market on the sustainable
livelihood of residents in both groups studied (women and men) was below average. Comparing
the views of these two groups showed that there was no significant difference between their
views; that is, women and men had similar views on the impact of the Chazaba border market
on their sustainable livelihood. It is noteworthy that both groups assessed the role of the border
market as weak in the work that people do to make a living, acquire assets, and manage them.
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