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Abstract

The phenomenon of ambiguity is considered the essence and foundation of creative texts. This
ambiguity is embodied through rhetorical techniques that distinguish creative texts from other
forms of speech. The issue of ambiguity and its relationship to language has attracted the
attention of ancient and modern critics, as it lies at the heart of the relationship between
creativity and the recipient in terms of conveying meaning, fulfilling aesthetic functions, and
achieving artistic values. When the study adopted ambiguity as its subject, it actually took a
risky path, where concepts clash and understandings differ. The ancients who addressed the
concept of ambiguity were Abdul Qaher Al-Jurjani and Hazem Al-Qartajani, and the moderns
were Kamal Abu Deeb, Adonis, and Ezz EI-Din Ismail. Among the most important
conclusions that can be drawn from this study are: The stylistic features established by Al-
Qartajani for words and phrases, and these features are close to the conditions of eloquence
for single and compound words established by ancient Arab critics. The study detailed the
discussion of image types in relation to ambiguity, especially the mimetic image, which may
be based on describing the subject's reference directly or describing it through the attributes of
another reference. In both cases, it is not considered outside the realm of imagination, and
poetry thus becomes an imaginative depiction or an ambiguous metaphor. The connection
between reception and ambiguity is clearly explored. If the creator produces a text that is
supposedly of a high standard in terms of linking linguistic relationships and employing the
familiar in a strange form, relying on imitation, camouflage, and deception, the recipient first
uses his imagination to explore this linguistic and semantic content through systematic
interpretation and reliance on imagination. This study demonstrates the application of the
phenomenon of ambiguity in ancient and modern poetry, and compares the theories of their
critics through an analysis of their theories. The method we have adopted in this article is the
descriptive-analytical method.
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