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Abstract

The architecture of the courtyard facades in Qajar-era historic houses represents a unique and
distinctive layer of design, meticulously crafted around the central courtyard. These facades,
which encircle the courtyard, possess characteristics that regulate the spatial quality of both open
and closed spaces. Beyond their direct impact on the aesthetics and identity of the house, these
features also indirectly influence the environmental conditions both inside and outside the home.
The primary objective of this research is to identify and analyze the features that contribute to the
regulation of spatial quality in these fagades, with a particular focus on the historical Qajar houses
located in the Akhund neighborhood of Qazvin. This study employs qualitative data and a
descriptive-historical approach to gain a deeper understanding of the architectural features of the
courtyard facades in these houses. Researchers have utilized library documents and conducted
field visits to systematically categorize and evaluate these features. The findings of this research
reveal that the architecture of these facades acts as a semi-transparent layer that covers the
enclosed interior spaces, effectively separating them from the external environment. These layers
form an integrated and harmonious system, where each feature interacts with and influences the
others, ultimately contributing to the optimal regulation of spatial quality.Three levels of analysis
have been proposed in this study to examine the features of the courtyard facades. The first level
includes "conceptual themes," such as flexibility, privacy, and connection with nature. The second
level focuses on "environmental conditions," addressing factors like elevation from ground level,
light modulation, and adequate ventilation. The third level pertains to "architectural details,"
including decorations and shape elements, which play a crucial role in enhancing the identity of
these fagades.Thus, by thoroughly understanding these features, significant strides can be made in
preserving and revitalizing Qajar-era historic houses, thereby improving their spatial quality. This
research demonstrates that the architecture of courtyard facades in Qajar houses holds
considerable value not only in terms of aesthetics but also in functionality, offering a valuable
model for contemporary design practices.
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