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Abstract

One of the important events that had a deep impact on Iranian Islamic society is the Karbala incident.
Undoubtedly, the secret of the durability and deep impact of the Ashura incident should be sought in the quality
of this incident and the personalities of the parties involved in it. Ashura rituals are full of meanings and
concepts that create identity and cohesion. Today's Muharram rituals are sometimes the same ones that have
been inherited from the ancient tradition of Shia societies until today, but parts of it have changed and evolved
over time. Religious rites are one of the main components of the culture of societies, which connect people, the
cohesion of the community, give identity and create religious values in the community. The anthropological
study of Muharram rituals and its symbols, as well as the effect and functions of the symbols, is the most
important goal of this article. The working method in this research is using the school of symbolic anthropology
and interpretationism, in a qualitative way, in-depth and in-depth study, presence in the research field and direct
observation along with participation and interview, which also used documentary and library study. The
Muharram ceremony and its symbols strengthen virtues such as courage, anti-tyranny, justice, sacrifice, loyalty
and strengthen social cohesion and identity among people. The characters in the month of Muharram and tazee
ceremony are a symbol of right and wrong. What is transmitted to the people during the Muharram ceremony is
the power of codes and symbols.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout human history, there have been
many tragic events that have had different
dimensions and levels in terms of quantity and
quality, and naturally had different effects and
results in the field of human life. On the
occasion of keeping alive the memory of the
great incident of Karbala, every year various
ceremonies and rituals are held in different
parts of Iran and the world. One of the most
important pillars of Iran's Shia culture and
society, both religiously and culturally, is the
category of mourning in the month of
Muharram (Rashidvash, 2018; 10-1).
Muharram mourning has always been one of
the main centers of religiosity for Shiites, and
it is considered a way for religious
socialization and the new generation and a
platform for the reproduction of their social
and religious world (Farbad, 2017; 18).
Religious symbols in Iran are rooted in
people's inner beliefs and religious beliefs, and
to understand them, one must look at Islamic
culture and art and ancient beliefs before
Islam. Because each of the religious symbols
sometimes sit in the form of the totality of a
ritual, and in some cases, the soul of belief of a
ritual or ceremony is placed in this body in
connection with a purposeful and thought-out
ideal (Mirshekraei, 2013; Shua et al., 2013;
285-53).

Methodology

In this research, the method of research is
anthropology (in-depth qualitative research)
and research was conducted in two theoretical
areas with documentary and library studies and
in the practical area with observation,
conversation (free conversation and semi-
structured interviews) and active participation
in Muharram rituals. has been To collect data
in the theoretical part, by reading texts (books
and articles) and historical and written
documents, files have been removed manually.
In the practical part, data collection has been
done using interview and observation tools.

Results and discussion

The characters of Muharram are a symbol of
right and wrong. According to the belief of
Shiites, the family of Hazrat Ali (pbuh) is the
bringer of truth and the Umayyad family is a

symbol of falsehood, oppression and injustice.
The characters in Ta'ziyeh are recognized by
several factors, the type of hadith, narration
and message they read and through which they
express the purpose and motivation of a good
deed. The titles and attributes attributed to
these characters are famous. In general,
characters in Ta'ziyeh are symbols of saints
and saints (Farbad, 2017; 206). Religious
religious heroes, who are superior, perfect,
powerful and perfect people in the view of the
believers of that religious culture, are imitated
by their followers (Shiites) and play an
inspiring role for them. The most prominent of
these symbols of the religious character of the
prophets are the imams and the infallible ones.
From the point of view of color symbolism and
its role and message in the Ashura ceremony, a
combination of black, white, red, green,
yellow, and to a lesser extent other colors such
as blue, azure and the like have always been
used, and each color has a meaning and a
message. and it is a visual objective sign of a
mental and intangible signification. n the
Ashura ceremony, Shiites also use various
tools, tools and inanimate objects as signs and
symbols in the Muharram ceremony. Objects
such as flag, flag, symbol, cradle, claw,
inscription, coffin, etc... But perhaps the most
well-known symbol of Ashura is the huge flags
that move ahead of the mourning processions.

Conclusion

The summary of the findings showed that the
most symbolic religious ritual in the world
(Muharram) has a significant diversity in
various symbols, these symbols still have a
deep impact on Shiites, and Muharram rituals
have positive individual and social functions.
In terms of the main and sub-symbolic
components, the results showed that the
symbols of the personality, especially the
personality of Imam Hussein (AS) compared
to other symbols of objects, color, place, time,
animals, etc... It has a deeper impact and in the
next ranks are the symbols of objects. From
the point of view of the symbols of time, the
first decade of Muharram itself is a significant
symbolic time period, but the day of Ashura is
the high point of the symbolic time of these
rituals, which boils the blood in the veins of
every Shiite. Considering the symbolic role of
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some places for the believers of this religion,
firstly Karbala itself and the shrine of Imam
Hussain (a) and Hazrat Abul Fazl (a) and
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