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Abstract

Metal objects such as tablets bearing visual, written, and coded messages have been preserved from
past centuries, including metal cups adorned with prayers and talismans. Among the most significant
is the 4-key cup, or 4-basmullah cup, a talismanic object from the Safavid period. This 4-key cup
differs from typical talismans and prayers in both form and function, having been used for protection
against malevolent forces, both human and jinn. The present research, titled "Examining the Themes
of the 40-Key Cup Amulet in the Safavid Period,” uses a descriptive-analytical method with a
qualitative approach, gathering data through library and documentary sources and by observing
artifacts. The study aims to answer two questions: (1) What is the 4-key cup, and what types existed?
(2) How are amulet themes expressed in the 40-key cup? Findings reveal that the 40-key cup served
various purposes, functioning as an amulet distinct from other divination and magic cups due to its
key-like pendants. According to popular beliefs, it was used to prevent and treat illness, ensure
success and happiness, and, most importantly, counteract witchcraft and ward off the evil eye. The
amuletic themes in this cup manifest through folk beliefs in the form of astrological symbols, the
number 40, alphabetic symbols, and Shiite themes, which include Quranic verses, prayers, and
sacred names.
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