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Abstract

High school students are at the age of choosing and shaping their
personalities. If their learning and sociability does not conform to social
values and norms, they can have negative personal and social effects. One of
the factors influencing the sociability of students is cyberspace which has
spread dramatically in Iran. The purpose of the present study was to
investigate the negative effect of cyberspace (internet and mobile phone) on
male high school students in district yvv of Tehran during the academic year

of v.ve—yv1. The theoretical framework of this research draws upon the

theoretical assumptions of Giddens, Castells and Bourdieu to examine the
concepts of attractiveness, diversity, modernity and availability of
cyberspace. The research hypotheses were tested by the scanning method.
The statistical population of the study consisted of male high school students
from district vv in Tehran totaling rvvvstudents. A sample size of r¢. were

selected through systematic sampling. Data collected by means of a
guestionnaire was analyzed. The results of the research indicate that high
school students use cyberspace extensively and the power of cyberspace is in
the hands of those whose culture is opposed to our country's culture. Also,
the factors of attractiveness, diversity, modernity and availability of
cyberspace are seen to affect high school students significantly which can
lead to negative sociability and cultural invasion. In such a case, students
will suffer from cultural multiplicity that would weaken social values and
norms and subject the person to personality disorders and psychological
crisis.

Keywords: Cyberspace (Internet; Mobile phone); Sociability; Socialization;
Multiculturalism; Education; Students
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