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Thinking Styles, Sensation Seeking, and
Academic Achievement
Hassan Ahadi'
Fatemeh Khoeini®

Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the relationships
between thinking styles and sensation seeking,
thinking styles and academic achievement, and
sensation seeking and academic achievement. The
target population of this study was comprised of all
the undergraduate students studying art and
mathematics at the Art and Architecture Faculty
and Payambar Azam Educational Complex of
Islamic Azad University, Central Tehran Branch.
The final research sample included 928 students
(266 males and 662 females) who were selected via
stratified sampling. To measure the thinking styles
and sensation seeking of the participants,
Sternberg’s thinking style Inventory and Arnett's
Inventory of sensation seeking were respectively
administered. The results of Pearson’s correlation
coefficient and t- test demonstrated that legislative,
monarchic, oligarchic, anarchic, internal & liberal
thinking styles had positive relationship with
sensation seeking in male students. Legislative,
judicial and liberal also had a positive relationship
with sensation seeking in females whereas
executive and conservative in females had a
negative relationship with sensation seeking.
Furthermore, males’ legislative and hierarchic had
a positive relationship with academic achievement.
In females, however, academic achievement had a
positive relationship with legislative, oligarchic,
internal, and liberal, and a negative relationship
with executive and conservative. Finally, no
meaningful relationship was found between males’
sensation seeking and academic achievement while
there was a positive relationship between females’
sensation seeking and academic achievement.

Keywords: Thinking styles, sensation seeking,
academic achievement
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1- Thinking styles

2- Emotions

3- Academic achievement
4- Timmy

5- Sternberg

6- lzard

7- Attribution

8- Weiner

9- Locus of control
10- Self — esteem

11- Seligman

12- Optimism

13- hope

14- Self — concept
15- Lazarus

16- Legislative (creative )
17- Executive

18- Judicial

19- Monarchic

20- Hierarchic

21- Oligarchic

22- Anarch

23- Global

24- Local

25- Internal

26- External

27- Liberal

28- Conservative

29- Franken

30- Happiness

31- Biological

32- Cognitive

33- Epinephrine

34- Norepinephrine
35- Showers

36- Deterministic
37- Nondeterministic
38- Johnson

39- Laird

40- Sensation seeking
41- Thinking Styles Inventory
42- Arnett

43- Dia
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44- Feldhusen
45- Arnett Inventory of Sensation Seeking
46- Novelty
47- Intensity
48- Desrichard
49- Martine
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51- Paignon
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53- Grigorenko
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