Research in Curriculum Planning
Vol 22. No 54(continus 81)
Summer 2024, Pages 65-83

Designing a Multicultural Curriculum Model
for Secondary Education, Based on
Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Theory

Javad Keyhan?!, Darya Kian?

1 Associate Professor, Department of Educational Sciences,
Urmia Branch, Islamic Azad University, Urmia, Iran

2 Ph. D, student of Educational Sciences, Department of
Educational Sciences, Islamic Azad University, Urmia
Branch, Urmia, Iran

Abstract

This study aimed to design a multicultural curriculum
model based on Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory for
secondary education. The research followed an exploratory
and qualitative approach, employing deductive content
analysis to examine domestic and international studies over
the past 20 years. Samples were selected purposefully
based on theoretical saturation, and intercoder agreement
was estimated at 0.92. Data were analyzed using thematic
analysis. Findings indicated that designing a multicultural
curriculum should align with Bronfenbrenner’s four
ecological levels: microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem,
and macrosystem. At the microsystem level, emphasis is
placed on respecting cultural differences, fostering
multicultural identity, and enhancing peaceful coexistence
skills in students’ daily interactions. The mesosystem
highlights  family-school collaboration, participatory
educational programs, and cooperation with social
institutions to promote intercultural approaches. The
exosystem focuses on government support, funding for
multicultural education resources, and the role of media in
reinforcing cultural values. At the macrosystem level, the
impact of educational policies, social justice, and the
acceptance of indigenous and minority cultures is
emphasized. Accordingly, the proposed multicultural
curriculum model, structured within Klein’s nine
curriculum elements, includes objectives, content,
teaching-learning strategies, instructional materials and
resources, learning activities, student grouping, space,
time, and assessment. This model, by integrating
ecological levels with curriculum elements, offers a
comprehensive framework for multicultural education,
fostering intercultural interactions, cultural diversity
acceptance, and sustainable social development in the
education system.

Keywords:  Curriculum,  Multicultural  education,
Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory, Model design,
Secondary education.
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