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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT
Avrticle type: The expansion of urbanization and the specific issues and problems of urban life
Research Article have made it more necessary than ever to pay comprehensive attention to beneficial

strategies for optimizing the lives of city residents. In this regard, the concept of
urban prosperity has been proposed as a broad conceptual framework in the field of
measuring human and social development and well-being, in relation to the quantity
and quality of urbanization. The main objective of this study is to measure and
evaluate urban prosperity indicators in Rasht metropolis. This study is theoretical and
applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method.
To achieve the research goal, according to the indicators reviewed according to the
United Nations Urban Prosperity Program, the 6 main components of the urban
prosperity index (productivity, quality of life, infrastructure development, social
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2024 justice and participation, environmental sustainability, and urban governance and
Accepted: 10 September 2024 legislation) have been used in the form of 37 sub-criteria. The information and data
Published online: 22 December required in this study were collected using questionnaires and statistical tools. Also,
2026 the sample size was determined as 384 people based on the Cochran formula. After

completing the questionnaires and collecting data, the data were analyzed using SPSS
statistical software and one-sample t-test. The results showed that the components of
productivity, infrastructure, environmental sustainability, social justice and
participation, as well as urban governance and legislation, have averages of (2/52),
(2/79), (2/71), (2/5) and (2/23), respectively, which is lower than the theoretical
average of (3). Considering the significance level (less than 0/05) and the negative t-

Keywords: value, it can be concluded that The status of these components in Rasht city has been

Urban Prosperity, Measurement ePorted as undesirable. Also, regarding the quality of life component, the results of

and Evaluation, Rasht Metropolis ~ the one-sample t-test show that the average of this component is equal to (3/01), and
considering the significance level (less than 0/05) and the positive t-value, it can be
concluded that the status of this component in Rasht city is average. The overall
results indicate that citizens living in Rasht are not very satisfied with the urban
prosperity indicators in this city. Therefore, it is necessary to take action based on the
data obtained from this research and the solutions provided to increase the urban
prosperity indicators in the Rasht metropolis.
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Extend Abstract

Introduction

As a complex and dynamic phenomenon, the city
always undergoes physical, social, economic, and
even political and cultural changes over time. Such
vast changes are affected by the massive growth of
the urban population, as after the Second World
War, one of the most important problems in
developing countries has been the rapid and
heterogeneous growth and development of
urbanization. This rapid urban growth in most of the
developing countries due to the fact that the urban
population has increased without taking into
account the capacities, capabilities and social
facilities, has caused serious problems such as
increased housing density, excessive population
density, high traffic, environmental destruction,
pollution and etc. that all these cases are serious
challenges to the sustainable development of cities.

Methodology

This research is of the type of applied research
according to the presented purpose, and also
according to its nature and method, it is descriptive
and analytical type. In this research, three methods
have been used to achieve the desired goals: 1-
library and document study: to examine theoretical
texts related to the research topic and effective
indicators in urban prosperity; 2- Field observations:
in order to assess the state of Rasht metropolis; 3-
Quantitative methods and popular questionnaire.
The primary criteria and indicators of this research
were considered 6 criteria and 64 indicators of the
United Nations Human Settlement Program, but in
the expert review it was found that the collection of
data and reliable information about half of these

Results and Discussion

In this part of analytical statistics, the status of
indicators is investigated with the help of one-
sample t-test and also the status of components
is investigated with the help of one-sample t-test
and radar chart. The results show that the
components of productivity, infrastructure,
environmental sustainability, justice and social
participation as well as urban governance and
legislation have an average of (2/52), (2/79),
(2/71), (2/5) respectively. ) and (2/23) which is
lower than the theoretical average (3) and
considering the significance level (less than
0/05) and negative t value, it can be concluded
that the status of these components in Rasht city
is reported to be unfavorable. Also, in relation
to the quality of life component, the results of
the one-sample t test show that the average of
this component is equal to (3/01) and

Therefore, the consequence of such growth has led
to the emergence of a widespread epidemic of urban
poverty, and due to the lack of resources and time
necessary to respond to the growing needs of
citizens, urban management has faced a problem
that can only be solved within the framework of
new solutions. In this regard, urban prosperity is one
of these new concepts that was proposed by the
United Nations Human Settlements Center in 2012
and contains a combination of the mentioned
approaches. Therefore, considering the importance
of prosperity as one of the important issues in the
field of urban planning, to create a dynamic city, in
this research, an attempt was made to evaluate and
measure the indicators of urban prosperity in the
city of Rasht.

indicators in this research It is not easy. . Therefore,
37 indicators out of 64 indicators of human
settlement program were selected. The statistical
population of this research includes all the citizens
living in Rasht city, whose number is equal to
679,995 people based on the census of 2015, and
the required sample size was determined to be 384
people using Cochran's formula. In this research, the
reliability of the questionnaire was calculated using
Cronbach's alpha, and the alpha value obtained was
equal to 0/941, which indicated the satisfactory
reliability of the questionnaire. Finally, the collected
information was analyzed using SPSS and EXCEL
software and one-sample T-test to measure the
variable indicators of urban prosperity.

considering the significance level (less than
0/05) and the positive t value, it can be
concluded that the status of this component in
the city Rasht has been average. Also, the
indicators of making transportation suitable for
the disabled (with an average of 1/76), using
new technologies in urban plans (with an
average of 1/97), proper disposal of waste and
sewage (with an average of 1/13), control and
fight against administrative and financial
corruption (with an average of 2/14) and
transparency and accountability in the
performance of urban management (with an
average of 2/19) among the indicators have a
very unfavorable situation in the city of Rasht,
and indicators of vitality and dynamism of
urban spaces (with an average of 3/52), access
to facilities And urban services (with an average
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of 3/3) and easy access to public transportation
(with an average of 3/24) had the best status

Conclusion

The scale and severity of urban problems in
recent decades around the world, and especially
in the rapidly growing cities of developing
countries, is an undeniable fact. The growth of
the city and urbanization on the one hand and
the spread of problems on the other hand have
caused planners, decision makers and urban
management in  countries and  global
organizations to always consider new
approaches to solve and improve the problems
of urban life. The City Prosperity Initiative
Index is a broad and flexible conceptual
framework for measuring and monitoring
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among the indicators in this city.

urbanization and improving the conditions of
cities, which has been widely considered in
recent decades. In general, the indicators of
urban prosperity proposed by Habitat are a
model for the realization of sustainable urban
development as much as possible. Therefore, in
this research, the measurement and evaluation
of the six indicators of urban prosperity in the
metropolis of Rasht has been done on a case-by-
case basis. In general, the results indicate that
the citizens living in Rasht are not very satisfied
with the indicators of urban prosperity in this
city.
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