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This research aims to present a deconcentration model to elucidate the balanced growth
of the Tehran metropolis. The research adopts a qualitative approach through
foundational data theory and meta-synthesis. The geographical scope of this study is

Received: limited to the city of Tehran. Initially, literature and research background were studied
2024/03/23 using a meta-synthesis approach. In this research, 34 documents related to
Accepted: deconcentration were examined, and key components were extracted. Then, a
2024/05/18 systematic data theory approach was used to gather the perspectives of stakeholders
pp: and provide a model. Sample selection was done through theoretical sampling, and 15
45-59 interviews were conducted based on theoretical saturation. Data analysis was carried

out through three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding, identifying
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Decentralization, outcome factors, as well as solutions and consequences. People's decisions do not
Grounded Theory, always align logically with decision-making models presented in financial texts.
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Municipal infrastructures are essential for the economic, social, and environmental
well-being of cities. Cities must not only provide "hard" services such as roads,
transportation, water, and sanitation but also facilitate "soft" services like parks,
housing, and recreational facilities that enhance the quality of life in their communities.
The continuous growth of urban populations in developing countries has significantly
increased the demand for urban services.
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The issue of unbalanced geographical
development, characterized by the
concentration of prosperity and economic
growth in the main metropolitan area on one
hand, and the deprivation and isolation of
peripheral regions of the country on the
other, has persisted in this country for about
60 years. This trend is seen as a spatial
reflection of outward development policies,
representing a phase of capitalist systems.
Unbalanced development typically begins
with  the emergence of significant
advantages in a specific region or biased
government support for a particular city.
This leads to the flow of resources and
subsequent  concentration of  certain
activities in that region. The increase in
resource concentration further amplifies the
concentration of activities and population in
the center, perpetuating a cyclic pattern.
Even if the initial driving factor is removed,
the trend of centralization may persist. The
current situation of Tehran city illustrates
uneven spatial development and unequal
distribution of population and economic
activities, largely due to excessive
concentration of industrial, service, and
administrative activities. This concentration
has elevated Tehran into the predominant
political and economic hub, while causing
considerable harm to its development
trajectory and other parts of the country.
One of the primary symbols of restructuring
political systems in societies with free or
planned economies is the decentralization
of political decision-making, policymaking,
and managerial control from central
governments to regional and local levels. In
developing countries, the capital city often
serves as the political epicenter, a focal
point of attraction and influence, housing
the largest population, economic centers,
and serving as the seat of political power.
Theoretical discourse on governmental

decentralization revolves around
redistributing  power, resources, and
decision-making among distinct

geographical units, often in response to
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internal social and economic crises. The
essential issue facing Tehran metropolis
stems from imbalanced development
common in developing countries, arising
from political and economic centralization
and a lack of cohesive urban development
management, resulting in various adverse
consequences. To tackle challenges arising
from population and activity concentration,
strategies such as organization,
decentralization, and relocation have been
proposed. Spatial concentration refers to the
geographical  clustering of incomes,
industries, trade, and population in one or
more  specific locations, particularly
noticeable in developing countries. The
Tehran metropolis, as an example of
unbalanced development in developing
countries, resulting from political and
economic centralization and lack of
cohesive urban development management,
faces negative consequences across various
dimensions. This concentration has been
addressed through strategies such as
organization, decentralization, and
relocation to address problems arising from
population and activity concentration.
However, previous studies indicate that
existing theories on the design of urban
decentralization patterns in Iran have
encountered weaknesses and shortcomings,
with environmental conditions,
interventions, and consequences remaining
largely unknown. This underscores the need
to present a decentralization pattern for the
Tehran metropolis. While in the past,
economic geography employed the theory
of central place to describe the role of
capital cities in regional economic
development, this framework has largely
lost its effectiveness due to multiple
theoretical shortcomings. Consequently,
capital cities and other regional cities, due
to high levels of functionality, face
numerous social, cultural, economic,
environmental, and logistical problems. In
many such cases, countries decide to
relocate their capitals away from primary
cities or urban poles to new locations or
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pursue decentralization and organization
policies to mitigate the dimensions of
problems. In recent years, decentralization
in developing countries has become quite
common, often regarded as a panacea or
curse.

This study aims to present a
decentralization model in the Tehran
metropolis using the grounded theory
approach. It is based on systematic
grounded theory methodology, involving
problem identification, literature review,
and sample selection. The sampling method
chosen for this study is theoretical
sampling, where samples are selected
purposefully to meet the research
objectives. Data collection and analysis are
ongoing  processes, utilizing various
qualitative research methods such as
interviews, observations, and document
analysis. Interviews with experts were
conducted individually, with the number of
interviews reaching saturation point in data
collection. The data were collected through
interviews with 15 experts using theoretical
sampling method. The interviews were
recorded and transcribed, and data analysis
was based on the grounded theory coding
scheme. Theoretical saturation was reached
when no new data emerged related to the
research topic. The study area is Tehran, the
most populous city and capital of Iran,
which plays a significant role in the
country's economy and politics. Tehran's
population share relative to the total urban
population of the country has decreased, but
its share of the total population has
increased. Additionally, Tehran is the
economic center of Iran, hosting the
majority of national decision-making and
administrative institutions, which
contributes to significant traffic congestion
and environmental pollution.
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The results of this study indicate that there
are significant issues in the field of urban
theory and its impacts on various cultural,
social, and human aspects. Some of the
challenges highlighted include weaknesses
in urban housing, migration and
marginalization, decreasing social capital,
loss of urban identity, problems in urban
design, planning, and management,
inadequacies in the legal system, and
deficiencies  in  sustainable  urban
development.

Based on findings, practical suggestions
include reforms in the legal system,
development of public-private partnership
projects while adhering to contract
provisions, establishment of comprehensive
laws regarding public-private partnerships,
and cultural promotion for critical thinking
and  transformation in municipal
organizations. Overall, this research
demonstrates that measures to address
urban challenges and improve the quality of
life for Iranian citizens, especially in
Tehran, are necessary and vital.
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