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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type:

Research Article Introduction: The research aims to design a mixed model of badminton sports

development based on social cohesion at the elite level of the country.

Methods: Given the nature of the topic and research objectives, the method
employed was a mixed approach (qualitative-quantitative), grounded in theory and
utilising Glaser’s approach. The research population consisted of 18 elite sports
figures and experts in the field. Additionally, in the quantitative section, 242
individuals, including athletes, coaches, supervisors, and badminton sports
managers, were selected through a census method..

Results: The research findings revealed five indicators: the sense of social
integration (0.643), friendly and affectionate relationships (0.887), level of social
interactions (0.912), and group interactions based on shared and cohesive values

Key\{mrds; . . (0.948). All obtained coefficients were positive and statistically significant, and the
Social Cohesion, Badminton, ool ol trated d te fit
Sustainable Development. inal model demonstrated an adequate fit.

Mixed model, Elite sports

Conclusion: Ultimately, it is suggested that the officials and stakeholders of the
Badminton Federation strengthen social cohesion by increasing communication
channels and listening to the opinions and demands of athletes and coaches
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Extended abstract

Introduction:

The pinnacle of sports competitions is the Olympic Games,
where a selection of sports elites compete worldwide. Winning
an Olympic medal is the dream and aspiration of every athlete,
and it is a great honour for every country. Additionally, the
success of a country's athletes in Olympic competitions
typically enhances the country's position and reputation on the
world stage. In the meantime, factors compatible with other
systems within the social system contribute to success; sports
are one of the prominent and exemplary aspects of the social
system, serving as a complementary part of the social fabric
and are influenced by all the factors and aspects that constitute
this system. Development is a multidimensional process that
requires fundamental changes in the social structure, how
people perceive it, and national institutions, accelerating
economic growth, reducing inequality, and eradicating
absolute poverty.

On the other hand, sustainability broadly refers to the ability
of a society, ecosystem or any current system to continue
functioning indefinitely. It progresses with the movement of
sports from local to international levels. The sustainable
development of sports in the country has gained more
importance than ever before. In recent years, numerous
programs have been designed and implemented by various
institutions in the physical education and sports sector;
however, it appears that due to a lack of sufficient coordination
and coherence, they have not achieved the desired efficiency.
The research aims to design a mixed model of badminton
sports development based on social cohesion at the elite level
of the country.

Methods:

The method employed in the present research is a mixed-
methods approach, which initially involved qualitative
analysis and subsequently transitioned to quantitative analysis.
To develop the conceptual model of the research, the grounded
theory method, as presented in the Glaser method, was utilised.
First, qualitative data were collected through open-ended
information to develop a measurement tool. After compiling
the questionnaire, quantitative data were collected using a
descriptive survey research method. The sampling method
employed in this qualitative study was based on the theoretical
saturation criterion for sampling from the research population.
The participants of this research were 18 members of the
university faculty in the Department of Sociology and Sports
Management, experts from the Ministry of Sports and Youth,
members of sports federations and the National Olympic
Committee, elite athletes and coaches active in the field of
badminton championships, and they were selected through
purposive sampling. The quantitative method used in this stage
is a survey. This survey aimed to examine the respondents'
opinions on the sustainable development of badminton, based
on social cohesion at the elite level of the country, a concept
derived from interviews conducted. In this section, the
statistical population of the quantitative section consisted of
242 sports elites in the field of badminton, including athletes,
coaches, supervisors, and active sports managers, using the
total number method. A researcher-made questionnaire was

used to measure the sustainable development of badminton
based on social cohesion at the elite level of the country.

Results: Based on the results of axial coding and common
concepts between the components, four indicators named
sense of community unity, friendly and affectionate
relationships, level of social relationships and group
interactions based on standard and integrated values were
identified and categorized by including 24 coders in the issue
of social cohesion on the sustainability of badminton
development at the elite level of the country. Also, based on
the findings of confirmatory factor analysis, factor loadings (A)
for each of the indicators of the component sense of
community unity, friendly and affectionate relationships, level
of social relationships and group interactions based on
standard and integrated values, the factor loadings of the
obvious variables were greater than the cutoff point of 0.4 and
their t-statistics were also greater than the cutoff point of 2.567
(P<0.01), which indicates confidence in the desired construct.
Also, considering the desired range of these indicators, the
structural equation model's overall evaluation indicators
indicate that the research data support the proposed model. In
other words, the data fit the model and all the indicators and
factors in examining the fit of the structural model of the
research; the relationship between the factors of factors
affecting the development of badminton based on social
cohesion also showed that the factor loading of the standard
coefficients of the component was more than 0.4, which
indicates a significant relationship between the factors of the
sense of unity of the community (0.643), friendly and
affectionate relationships (0.887), the number of social
relationships (0.912), and group interactions based on shared
and embodied values (0.948) with the general concept of the
research.

Conclusion:

Finally, it is suggested that badminton clubs should prioritise
sustainable development for their elite players by employing
specialised units and human resources, with a focus on
strengthening social cohesion within most teams and
emphasising ongoing and continuous training in this field. It
should also be acknowledged regarding the limitations of the
research;
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