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Analyzing Factors Affecting Farmers’ Participation Toward Agricultural Sustainable Water

Management in Tarom County

Agricultural water resources management in Iran is a matter that should be decided by farmers and
water users. Farmers' ignorance of the actions taken about agricultural water conservation and their
non-participation in the decision-making process of agricultural water issues will lead to strengthening
their sense of not belonging to the future fate of water. The purpose of this descriptive research was to
analyze factors affecting farmers’ participation in sustainable agricultural water management in Tarom
County. The statistical population of the study was Heads of rural households in Tarom County
(N=7774). The sample size was determined via the Krejcie and Morgan table (n=365). The sampling
method was multi-stage random sampling. The research instrument was a questionnaire—the face and
content validity of the questionnaire were revised and verified by the panel of experts. The reliability
of the questionnaire was confirmed by calculating the Cronbach’s alpha and composite reliability (CR)
coefficients. For data analysis, SMART PLS and SPSS software were used. Research findings showed
that variables such as moral norms, risk perception, self-identity, and social norms had a positive and
significant effect on farmers’ participation in sustainable water management so these variables could

explain about 51% variation in farmers’ participation.

Keywords: Sustainable Water Resources Management, Farmers’ Participation, Psychological Factors,

Participatory Behavior



