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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the increase in the value of companies, the welfare and power of
shareholders as well as the wealth and prosperity of high-capital owners also
increase. The main objective of companies is to increase value by maximizing
stock prices, assuming that if the value of debt remains constant, an increase in
stock value directly increases the company's value (Satria, 2021). Liquidity refers
to a company's ability to meet its short-term obligations quickly. Cash-rich
companies use internal funds in their financing activities. In a study by Chatterjee
et al. (2021), they found that stock liquidity has had a significant effect on the
governance of company managers. In other words, the higher the liquidity in a
company, the more managers think about investing in weaker companies. In fact,
companies invest in weaker companies to increase their power in an organization
or increase their market share and purchasing power, which leads to a negative
impact of stock liquidity on company value. Another study has shown that
increasing liquidity reduces company value, so it can be said that liquidity has had
a significant positive effect on company value (Abrori and Suwitho, 2019). Huang
and Mazouz (2018) have also stated that liquidity is an important topic in financial
markets and its derivatives, among other important subjects. Osoolian et al. (2021)
found that cash liquidity affects company value and liquidity risk acts as a
financial constraint. Empirical results show a positive relationship between
accounting comparability and free float ratio and stock turnover ratio. However,
there is no significant relationship between accounting comparability and liquidity
ratio. The interpretation of this result can be attributed to the way the liquidity
ratio is calculated. Golmohammadi Shuraki (2021) and other domestic and foreign
studies have emphasized the importance and necessity of this issue, stating that by
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examining the relationship between stock liquidity variables, governance of
managers and company value, the existing scientific vacuum in domestic research
and companies compatible with the Iranian economy can be addressed, providing
a clear path for financial researchers. Reschiwati et al. (2020) found that investors
must have informed expectations of market conditions using available
information. Therefore, conducting such research in the capital market structure
and business in Iran can fill a scientific gap that may exist in this field. The
innovation of this study is that despite examining the relationship between
ownership concentration and stock liquidity of companies, it also examines the
important role and significance of corporate governance. Therefore, the objective
of this study is to contribute to the discussion on the relationship between liquidity,
governance of managers and company value.

Literature Review

Gantchev et al. (2020) have investigated the relationship between stock criticism,
managerial entrenchment and firm value. They argued that high stock criticism
inducing inefficient investments has a negative impact on firm value. Moreover,
to explore the motivations of managerial entrenchment, they suggested that a
company with high stock criticism is much more likely to acquire a public
company compared to a company with low stock criticism. These patterns are
observed in both debt and equity studies, ultimately demonstrating that financial
constraints and corporate governance play a crucial role in the influence of stock
criticism on managerial entrenchment in mergers and acquisitions. Puri et al.
(2024) has provided empirical evidence on the impact of stock criticism,
profitability and company size on firm value with capital structure as an
intervening variable. This study reveals that stock criticism, profitability and
company size directly have a negative and significant effect on capital structure.
Stock criticism directly has a negligible negative impact on firm value.
Profitability and company size directly have a positive and significant impact on
firm value, while capital structure directly has a negative and significant effect.

Research Methodology

The research has investigated the relationship between stock criticism, managerial
governance and the value of publicly traded firms. The sampling method
employed was systematic elimination. The selected companies were those listed
on the stock exchange and over-the-counter market over a period of ten years from
2012 to 2022, with the fiscal year of the companies ending on the last day of the
Persian calendar year (29th of Esfand). The total number of companies listed on
the stock exchange is 620, with the final sample for analysis consisting of 110
companies over 11 years, totaling 12, 100 company-years under examination.

Results
In this study, four hypotheses were proposed and tested.
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Hypothesis 1: Stock liquidity has a significant effect on the growth of company
assets and this hypothesis was confirmed at a 95% confidence level. The increase
in stock liquidity has a positive impact on managerial governance, indicating that
as the liquidity measure increases, the level of managerial governance also
increases.

Hypothesis 2: The variable of stock liquidity has a significant effect on the growth
of capital expenditures, but no significant relationship was found at the 5% level
of significance. Therefore, Hypothesis 2 was rejected. The adjusted coefficient of
determination in the model was 0/84.

Hypothesis 3: Stock liquidity has a significant effect on the growth of company
properties, machinery and equipment. An increase in stock liquidity leads to an
increase in the growth of company properties, machinery and equipment.
Hypothesis 4: Stock liquidity has a significant effect on company value at a 5%
confidence level. Therefore, Hypothesis 4 was not rejected and the adjusted
coefficient was 0/30. This suggests that as liquidity increases in companies,
managers are inclined towards power and governance aligned with their own
interests. Additionally, managers tend to invest in inefficient projects in weakly
capitalized companies, leading to a decline in company value.

Discussion and Conclusion

In conclusion, Hypothesis 1 indicates that stock liquidity has an impact on
managerial governance in companies. Managers tend to invest in weaker
companies to gain personal benefits such as power, market share, purchasing
power, or influence over transactions. This suggests that high liquidity in
companies can have a negative impact on company value. The larger the size of
companies, the growth opportunities available to them and their profitability
through assets, the more managers in the studied companies will focus on
governance. Conversely, companies with debt have less managerial governance,
but when the level of assets exceeds liabilities, managers show more governance.
It is also evident that as stock liquidity increases, the cash assets available to
managers increase. Due to the lack of supervision and the association of other
board members, managers tend to invest in low-yield projects, resulting in an
increase in fixed assets and physical assets that do not generate positive cash flow
for the company. This situation leads to an increase in managerial governance. It
is essential for investment company board members, fund managers and
individual investors to pay attention to managerial governance in the companies
they consider for investment.
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Table (6) The results of the collinearity test through the variance inflation factor index
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