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Theory of Mind Development and its Relation to Social Skills in Children

and Adolescence with Visual Impairment
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Abstract

his study investigated the theory of mind developtrend its relation to social skills in childrendaadolescence with

Visual impairment. Study population consisted dfsaldents with visual impairment in Mashhad citysing purpose-
ful sampling, 43 children in four age groups (4,19,and 13 years old) were selected. To measurthdwry of mind, two Tasks
of False Beliefs (Task of Belief Prediction, Pern&rWimmer, 1987; Task of Action Prediction, Wimme% Perner, 1983)
were used. To assess social skills and behaviaodlems, Social Skills Scale (teacher form; Gresh&nklliott, 1990) was
used. Research data were analyzed using the Chiresdast, Pearson correlation coeffcient and lagistgression analysis.
Significant relationships were found between thefgenance of the Action Prediction Task and therallescores of social
skills, and between the performance of both taskse Action Prediction Task and the Belief Predintibask) and the overall
scores of behavioral problems. The results alsaveldothat verbal IQ and age predicted the perforraasfcthe Action Predi-
ction Task.

Key words: children and adolescence with visual impairmengotly of mind, social skills, behavioral problems
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1. social cognition

2. Theory of Mind(TOM)
3. mentalizing

4. sensorydisabilities

5. internalized
6. externalized

7. Walthall, J. C.
8. Konold, R. T

9. Pianta, C. R

10. attitude

11. self-confiden
12. self-esteer
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1. false belief
2. autistic
3. Intellectual Developmental Disabilities (IDD)

4. Attention Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
5. misleading appearance
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1. Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children -Regtifgrm (WISC-R)
2. Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of Inietiag (WPPSI)

3. The Belief Prediction Tasks
4. deceptive box

5. action prediction tasks
6. unexpected transfer
7. Maxi
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1. Social Skills Rating System (SSRS)
2. Gresham, F. M.
3. Elliott, S. N.

4. coopematio
5. assertion
6. self- control

7. hyperactivity
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