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Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour

INTRODUCTIONAgricultural practices play a crucial rolewhen discussing sustainable development inthe world. Organic farming is a way to reachsustainable development (Reganold &Wachter, 2016). Organic farming is a produc-tion system based on an agroecosystem man-agement approach that utilizes bothtraditional and scientific knowledge (Macrae,2002).The focus on certified organic productionaims to promote the supply of labeled organicproduction to increase the interest from thewholesale side (Daugbjerg et al., 2011). Theadjustment in support levels is also a way topromote organic production in areas whereproduction differs substantially from conven-tional farming production and there is a needfor larger support. The relative profitabilityof conventional and organic farming systemsdepends on the economic performance of theconventional farms used for comparison andthe differences in access to premium pricesfor different products (Acs et al., 2005). Sev-eral studies have shown that organic farmingis more profitable than conventional farming.However, not many farmers convert to or-ganic farming. Policymakers and farmers donot have a clear insight into factors that ham-per or stimulate the conversion to organicfarming (Acs et al., 2007). Organic farmingcan be considered as an effective develop-ment strategy to alleviate poverty and em-power small-scale farmers in developingcountries (Bennett & Franzel, 2013; Vaarsr,2010). Despite the generally positive outlook,converting to organic production faces sev-eral hurdles like price, income, and educa-tion, and labeling plays a crucial role inpurchasing organic products. Gardebroek(2006) explains that to convert to organicfarming, it is important to understand thebarriers. There are psychological and socio-logical costs for conversion to organic farm-ing from the perspective of peer farmers andfamily members. Increasing domestic and in-ternational demand for organic products,along with environmental and safety issues,

has stimulated policymakers and govern-ments in some parts of the world to provideincentives for converting from conventionalto organic farming. Despite the advantagesand opportunities, many farmers do not con-vert to organic farming. Studies to find thereasons against and the barriers to the con-version in the world have enumerated factorsthat are explained below.According to Acs et al., (2005), financialbarriers are the main obstacle and source ofrisk for conversion. The most importantproblems are a) labor hiring for the morelabor-intensive organic production system, b)the transition period from conventional to or-ganic farming, and c) the analysis of risk anduncertainty concerning the yield and marketaccessibility after conversion. Sharifi et al. (2010) reported that major im-pediments to the adoption of organic farmingwere productivity, attitude and knowledge,infrastructure, and economy. Omotayo andChukwuka (2009) argue that the factors lim-iting the productivity of organic agriculture,including organic matter shortages and poorquality and the slow rate of nutrient releasefrom the organic inputs which can fall insuf-ficient to meet crop nutrient demands at pe-riods of peak demand, may push up theprices of organic products. Therefore, con-sumers are not ready to pay more for foodthat has superior quality.Another challenge is securing marketingchannels for organically grown commodities(Acs et al., 2006; Khaledi et al., 2010). Thiscan explain that access to the market is an-other important issue that should be ad-dressed. Organic farmers cannot market theirproducts directly, but it requires more laborand organizations. Due to the lack of a mar-keting structure, organic products are sold atthe market rate of conventional products(Hazell et al., 2010). There is no relation be-tween consumers and producers, but thepoor financial performance of organic farm-ing reflects the financial problems of small-holders in some cases due to a lack of accessto premium markets. Acs et al. (2005) explain
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Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpourthat access to organic markets is a problem,which can prohibit farmers from convertingto organic farming. In an efficient market, theprice of an organic product would account forthe associated benefits and costs with a pricepremium with respect to the conventionallyproduced products. If organic farmers fail tosell their products at a higher price, their in-come will drop sharply.MacInnis (2004) suggests that the lack ofmarketing channels for organic products canbe a significant barrier against conversion toorganic farming. Mzoughi (2011) revealedthat farmers who placed high importance oneconomic considerations were less likely toadopt organic farming. From an economicperspective, a key factor that inhibits the con-version to organic production involves theconversion process, which requires the re-structuring of the farm business. Based onCrowder and Reganold (2015), organic farm-land will expand only if it is considered to befinancially profitable. Bonn et al. (2016) indi-cate that financial incentives are important tosupport the decision to convert to organicfarming, but they fail to be a driving factorwhere ideology is more important. Thismight be due to the fact that wine is an im-portant commodity, the trust in which is cru-cial for consumers to decide on it.Flaten et al. (2010) found that regulationsregarding organic farming and economic rea-sons were the primary reasons for discontin-uing organic production. During this period,a lot of changes and investments should, also,be done which can cause financial problemsfor farmers. Additionally, financial risks areunavoidable. For instance, once determinedto convert to organic farming, farmers haveto go through a three-year transition periodduring which they are required to practiceorganic farming but not allowed to sell prod-ucts as organic. With the typically loweryields during this transition period, the con-version process reduces the cash flow of thefarmers. Poor knowledge has, also, beenidentified as a barrier within the human cap-ital as it increases the risk of conversion for

farmers if they do not perceive that the con-cept can be grasped with all its implicationsas found by, for example, Koing (2004). Thislack of knowledge was also mentioned as abarrier in the study of Samian et al. (2012) inwhich the farmers exhibited a lack of knowl-edge as to the economic advantages and dis-advantages of compost production. Farmmanagement practices require new skills orbroader knowledge of farmers themselvestoo (Lauwere et al., 2004). For example,Bartulović and Kozorog (2014) concludedthat challenges and innovations were impor-tant for the converters.Low yield in organic farming is one of themost important issues regarding the capabil-ity of organic farming to improve food secu-rity (Hiroki & Ashok, 2012). During theconversion period, yields are often lower andweeds and diseases may be a problem.Seufert (2012) states that yields at organicfarms are around 25 percent lower thanthose at conventional farms although it is im-portant to note that this difference is stronglydependent on the context and on local char-acteristics. Aune (2012), also, states thatyields are 30–50 percent lower in organicfarming than in conventional and conserva-tion agriculture. Insufficient soil nutrientsand limited options for soil enrichment, aswell as poor management of diseases, pests,and weeds, have been enumerated as thechief reasons for lower yields in organicfarming systems (Kirchmann et al., 2008). Inaddition to yield decline due to organic pro-duction characteristics, farmers cannot selltheir products at organic premiums. This pe-riod will have substantial negative impacts onfarm income, so the conversion period hasbeen identified as a major barrier in severalstudies, e.g. Acs et al. (2007) and Kerselaerset al. (2007) among others.Similarly, a recent study on yield gaps be-tween the two systems shows that under im-proved management practices, organic yieldsare on average 19.2 percent lower in organicsystems than in conventional systems (Poni-sio et al., 2015). In contrast to some research,
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Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / RashidpourKhaledi et al. (2010) showed that the non-profitability of organic farming is not a signif-icant reason for not adopting organic farmingpractices. Another important barrier of con-version can be the lack of information andknowledge as to organic farming, specificallyconcerning appropriate agroecological prac-tices, the certification process, and key infor-mation about marketing (Jouzi, 2017).Organic farming needs different productiontechniques and farm organizations. Informa-tion is the key to making sound decisions. Itis a fact that organic farming is a knowledge-intensive system, not an input-intensive sys-tem (Giovannucci, 2005). Some farmers thinkthat organic farming is back to the old tech-niques, and they would like to fully utilize thetechnical possibilities. The lack of farmers’own initiative can be a barrier too (Asadoal-lapour et al., 2013). This aspect will mostlikely be persistent because farmers oftenshow an aversion to complying with regula-tions that restrict them so that this has evencaused reversions to conventional farming inthe past (Sahm et al., 2013).The conversion period is another problemif the farmer wants to convert to organicfarming. It is a challenging period duringwhich yields usually decrease and farmersneed to invest money and time to get throughit and achieve their organic certification(Hanson et al. 2004; Seufert et al., 2014).Based on the results of Seufert et al. (2014),organic farming is generally perceived to beunable to support and sustain the high levelsof productivity needed to meet local andglobal food demand. Additionally, organicfarming may require more transportationand storage facilities, which are quite costlyfor farmers. Moreover, the transition periodto organic farming might be costly (Soltani etal., 2004). Farmers are worried that theirability to treat pests may be so limited thatpests may emerge as a principla barrier be-cause the risk of poor yields increases. As ar-gued by Reaves and Rosenblum (2014),farmers will face large amounts of uncontrol-lable weeds, which will damage their profits,

and it will become too complicated to man-age them sufficiently. Considerably, organicfarming requires more organic farming skills.Some farmers do not want to convert to or-ganic farming because they think that it is noteasy to fight with diseases (Cukur, 2015).Midmore et al. (2001) cite the lack of techni-cal, financial, and marketing information as abarrier to the wider adoption of organicfarming systems. Padel (2001) suggests thataddressing these information gaps could helpfarmers become more confident that organicfarming is a viable alternative.Organic farmers suffer from high laborcosts and labor scarcity. A study by Crowderand Reganold (2015) also mentions thatlabor costs are 7–13 percent higher in or-ganic farming than in conventional systemswhile the profitability of organic farming isgenerally dependent on the price premiumsapplied to organic products, usually rangingfrom 29 to 32 percent. Organic farmers needto hire laborers because family members arenot enough to cover the labor requirementfully (Beuchelt & Zeller, 2011). Problems asto labor mainly arise from the fact that farm-ers have to work with seasonal labor andthey may not be able to organize the workwith one another sufficiently. Organic farm-ers have to be more careful and have agreater understanding in order to know howto tweak their farming system to correct thecauses of the problem rather than simply put-ting a plaster over its effect. Organic farmingrequires greater interaction between afarmer and his crop observation and timelyintervention for weed control, for instance.Some farmers also think that organic agricul-ture requires more effort than conventionalagriculture (Cukur, 2015). However, organicfarms require more intensive managementthan specialized conventional farms. Regulations or rather the changes in regu-lations seem to be a major concern, especiallyin animal husbandry (Flaten et al., 2010). Asrecommended by Kuminoff and Wossinnk(2010), politicians should be cautious aboutpolicy changes to reduce the uncertainty of
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the farmers who are considering conversion.In West Azarbayjan province, policymakersand farmers are largely uninformed aboutthe economic potential of organic production.Organic farming has been neglected in theagricultural policy, so there is less govern-ment assistance to promote it as it exists forthe conventional agriculture in the form ofsubsidies, agricultural extension services,and official research.  Therefore, this paperaims to identify the factors that limit the con-version to organic farming in West Azarbai-jan province. Investigating the barriers ofconverting to organic farming can providepolicymakers and the other stakeholderswanting to motivate further conversion to or-ganic farming with valuable information. Byapplying these results, we provide empiricalevidence on the most important barriers forstakeholders – the barriers that need plan-ning to be solved in the agricultural sector ofWest Azarbaijan province.
METHODOLOGYThis research was an applied study carriedout by the survey method and descriptivecorrelation. In order to achieve the goals ofthe study, we collected data from the individ-uals by means of a questionnaire and in-depth interviews, among a cross-section of208,000 farmers including both certified or-ganic farmers and conventional farmers. Outof the study population, 400 respondentswere selected using the cluster samplingmethod. To determine the validity of thequestionnaire, the content validity waschecked by an expert panel composed of thefaculty members of Islamic Azad Universityof Mahabad and specialists. Cronbach’s alphawas used to measure the reliability of thequestionnaire. It was estimated at 0.87,showing the high reliability of the researchinstrument. Data were analyzed using theSPSS software package. Descriptive and infer-ential statistics were used to analyze the col-lected data. Factor analysis was applied in theinferential analysis to classify and extractbarriers of conversion to organic farming.

RESULTSThe research sample was composed of 400respondents, all of whom were male. The re-spondents were, on average, 45 years old. Ed-ucational qualification shows that themajority of the sample population were illit-erate or literate at the elementary schoollevel (36.5%), 18.5 percent were graduatesfrom secondary school, 9.5percent were atthe high school level, 29.2 percent had adiploma or a bachelor’s degree, and 6.2 per-cent had a master’s degree. The respondents’experience in agriculture was, on average,24.3 years in length (Table 1).The majority of the respondents (90.2%)expressed that they had a privately-ownedland whereas 9.8 percent had a rental land.The average size of cultivated land was 12 ha(62% rain-fed, 38 percent irrigated) includ-ing three patches. Factor analysis was used to summarize thevariables of the research to a smaller quantityand to determine the effect of each barriersfactor of conversion to organic farming inWest Azarbaijan province. The computationsrevealed that the internal coherence of thedata was appropriate (KMO=0.74) andBartlett’s statistical data was significant atthe 0.01 level. According to the Kaiser Crite-ria, there were five factors whose eigenvalueswere derived to exceed 1 (Table 2). The research variables were categorizedinto five factors using the varimax rotationmethod. Rotation is used to reorient the fac-tor loadings to make the factors more inter-pretable. The Varimax rotation option, whichtries to minimize the number of variablesthat load highly on a factor, was used.Barriers to convert to organic farming dom-inate in numbers in the economic barriers,social barriers, policy support barriers, infor-mational and educational barriers, and natu-ral barriers. However, economic barriersagainst conversion to organic farming areprobably the most important to consider.

Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour
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Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour

Factor 1 accounted for 11.55 percent of thetotal variance. This factor was named “eco-nomic barriers”. As shown in Table 3, the ab-sence of price differences between organicand non-organic products, loss of production,and capital intensity of organic farming arethe most important economic reasons for notconverting to organic farming practices. Inaddition, the results showed that productionproblems, marketing and sales restrictions,the lack of capital inputs, and reduced pro-duction performance are among the maineconomic barriers hindering the use of or-ganic practices.

Second factor captured 11.33 percent of thetotal variance. It was named “social barriers”.The main variables loaded in this factor in-cluded inappropriate attitude towards or-ganic farming, unavailability of manpowerrequired, and unwillingness to change agri-cultural habits and methods. In addition, theresults revealed that the lack of professionalstaff for training, the lack of trust in organicfarming experts, and insufficient informationof consumers about organic products areamong the main social barriers that inhibitthe application of organic practices (Table 3).

Factors name Eigenvalue Variance by factor (%) Collective variance(%)Economic barriers 10.31 11.55 11.55Social barriers 4.98 11.33 22.88Policy support barriers 2.55 11.12 34.01Informational and educational barriers 2.28 8.01 42.02Natural barriers 1.87 5.78 47.8

Table 2 
Classification of Barriers of Conversion to Organic Farming by Using Factor Analysis

Age (years) Frequency Valid percent Cumulative
percent Mean SD Max. Min.

30-40 140 35 35 45 9.08 65 3041-50 124 31 6651-60 114 28.5 84.561 or older 22 5.5 100
Educational qualification PercentElementary school 36.5Secondary school 18.5High school 9.5Diploma or bachelor’s degree 29.2Master’s degree 6.3
Ownership AreaPrivate 90.2Rental 9.8
Cultivated AreaRain-fed 62Irrigated 38

Table 1Demographic Distribution of Respondents
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Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour

Factors name Variables Loading factors

Economic barriers

The absence of price differences between organic and non-organicproducts 0.914Loss of production 0.911Capital intensity of organic farming 0.905Production problems 0.868Marketing and sales restrictions 0.852Lack of capital inputs 0.807Reduced production performance 0.618Low demand for organic products 0.609The high cost of organic inputs 0.545Inability to take risks 0.514Loss of income 0.504
Social barriers

Inappropriate attitude towards organic farming 0.921Unavailability of manpower required 0.823Unwillingness to change agricultural habits and methods 0.713Lack of professional staff for training 0.684Lack of trust in organic farming experts 0.673High age 0.646Insufficient information of consumers about organic products 0.625Lack of consumer trust in organic products 0.548Lack of social participation in social institutions 0.539

Policy- support barriers
Lack of product certification 0.891Inadequate subsidies to provide inputs, tools, and equipment 0.809Inadequate insurance protection for organic production 0.745Uncertainty of the organic process 0.721Lack of consulting services 0.702Easy access to chemical pesticides and fertilizers 0.632Lack of experience 0.601Lack of technical support 0.569Poor and costly certification 0.545

Informational and educational barriers
The inadequacy of agricultural information 0.951Lack of knowledge and skills 0.872Insufficient training 0.789Uncertainty of the organic process 0.631Low literacy level of farmers 0.593

Natural barriers Abundance of weeds and pests 0.901Lack of climate information 0.891Unfavorable climate conditions 0.852Inadequate subsidies to provide inputs, tools, and equipment 0.809Inadequate insurance protection for organic production 0.745

Table 3 
The Main Variables of Each Factor and Their Loadings
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Factor 3 accounted for 11.12 percent of thetotal variance. It was loaded by eight vari-ables significantly (loadings range from0.569 to 0.891). This factor was named “pol-icy support barriers”. Organic farming needsdifferent production techniques and farm or-ganizations. The barriers of conversion canbe the lack of product certification, inade-quate subsidies to provide inputs, tools, andequipment, inadequate insurance protectionfor organic production, the uncertainty of theorganic process, and the lack of consultingservices (Table 3). Factor 4 explained 8.01 percent of the totalvariance. It was named “informational andeducational barriers”. Some barriers againstconversion, as presented in Table 3, includethe inadequacy of agricultural information,the lack of knowledge and skills, and insuffi-cient training. It was found that the farmershad little education, training, knowledge, andskills about improved technologies and theylacked a scientific understanding of theprocess involved in their farming systems. Inaddition, extension service is inefficient be-cause of the low literacy level of the farmers(Table 3). Finally, we noted that some barriers wefaced in this study rooted in nature. This fac-tor accounted for 5.78 percent of the totalvariance and loaded by four variables signif-icantly (loadings range from 0.618 to 0.901).This factor, which was named “natural barri-ers”, included the abundance of weeds andpests, the lack of product certification, andunfavorable climate conditions. Weeds andpests are among the most important issuesin this regard. This aspect still needs furtherresearch as to how it can be tackled in or-ganic farming (Table 3). 
DISCUSSION The results indicate that there are manyreasons why conventional farmers are dis-couraged from managing their farms organi-cally. Barriers are divided here into economic,social, policy support, informational and ed-ucational, and natural groups. The findings,

however, suggest that focus should be placedon the economic and social barriers, in whichfarmers’ economic situation and their unwill-ingness to change play a crucial role in thedecision process to convert to organic farm-ing. Economic barriers were determined tobe the most important obstacles for the farm-ers’ willingness to produce organic products.On the other hand, the lack of suitable pricingand market opportunities for organic prod-ucts are the most important reasons for notusing organic farming practices. Low organicprice premiums are one of the main reasonsfor opting out of organic farming. This resultis in agreement with those reported by sev-eral researchers (Acs, et al., 2006; Acs et al.,2005; Beuchelt & Zeller, 2011; Hiroki &Ashok, 2012; Khaledi et al., 2010; MacInnis,2004). Mzoughi (2011) showed that farmerswho placed high importance on economicconsiderations were less likely to adopt or-ganic farming. As supported by Alexopouloset al. (2010), the main reasons for farmers’adoption of organic farming were the betterprices and a secure market for organic prod-ucts, environmental protection, and healthproblems arising from the use of chemicals,as well as agronomic problems in conven-tional farming. Nieberg and Offermann(2008) found that price premiums on organicproducts would compensate for the loweryields. Leifeld (2012) shows that conversionto organic farming is frequently accompaniedby a decline in crop yields.The loss of production and capital intensityof organic farming are among the most effec-tive economic barriers for the farmers. Theresults show that price is the most importanteconomic barrier hindering the conversion toorganic farming. As reported by differentstudies, lower yield in organic farming is acontroversial issue (Connor, 2013) whilstsome studies argue that yields in organicfarming systems are higher than those in con-ventional systems (Auerbach et al., 2013).Additionally, Madelrixeux and Alvoiane-Mor-nas (2013) reported that financial problemswere the most apparent reason for reverting

Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour
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to conventional farming. However, as Crow-der and Reganold (2015) conclude, organicfarming will only expand if the concept isproven to be economically profitable.Because prices of organic products arehigher, consumers are not ready to pay morefor food that has superior quality. Also, thelack of marketing channels for organic pro-ducts, financial risks and low returns duringthis transition period limits the demand forthese products. Markets for organic productsare poorly developed and organic productsare either home delivered or sold in a few su-permarkets and hotels. Market opportunitiesand price premiums are variables that aredifficult for a producer to predict and aremuch less controllable. As Reaves and Rosen-blum (2014) argue, organic growers also facemarketing challenges such as distance tomarkets and the lack of a clear and transpar-ent pricing policy. The second most common barrier was di-rectly related to social conditions. Inappro-priate attitude towards organic farming,unavailability of manpower required, and un-willingness to change agricultural habits andmethods are important barriers for the con-version to organic farming by farmers. This isreasonable since a lot of knowledge and per-ceptions are derived from society, which in-fluences the personal views on organicfarming. Skeptical attitudes of social net-works could also present a barrier to convertto organic farming (Bartulović & Kozorg,2014). Some farmers think that organic farming isback to old techniques and they would like tofully utilize the technical possibilities. Higherage was a barrier for conversion. Kaufmannet al. (2011) showed that converters to or-ganic farming were significantly youngerthan conventional farmers. The lack of trustin the representatives of organic farming(such as experts and government policy) wasanother important barrier of conversion forsome respondents. The lack of social partici-pation in social institutions can also create abarrier to converting to organic farming.

Farmers’ participation in organic farming-re-lated training and visits, farm size, and com-patibility of organic farming to theirsituations are the main determinants of theadoption of organic farming (Kalfle, 2011). The third most common barrier was di-rectly related to informational and educa-tional barriers. Some farmers are unaware ofthe importance and applications of organicfarming. Although some farmers had infor-mation about organic agriculture, the mainreason for farmers’ reluctance to engage inorganic farming in the future was their inad-equate information about organic farmingbecause of their low literacy level and insuf-ficient training. However, they had an inade-quate opportunity to learn about organicproduction before starting conversion too.Knowledge and information barriers relatespecifically to market and technical and fi-nancial issues. The lack of knowledge andskills is frequently identified as a barrier toconversion (Bartulović & Kozorg, 2014;Soltani et al., 2014), and knowledge and in-formation are also vital during the conver-sion process. In fact, information can be asource of change in farmers’ attitudes. Theseresults are consistent with the findings ofJouzi et al. (2017) and Soltani et al. (2014).Farmers have insufficient information on im-proved technologies and scientific under-standing of the process involved in theirfarming system. Knowledge and capacitybuilding is crucially important in this system(Scialabba, 2000). Insufficient knowledgewas identified as a barrier within the humancapital as it increases the risks for the farm-ers who intend to convert to organic farming,as found, for instance, by Konig (2004). The result showed that another most com-mon barrier was directly related to govern-ment policy. The government has no accuratepolicy for the production and marketing oforganic products. The lack of product certifi-cation, inadequate subsidies to provide in-puts, inadequate insurance protection fororganic production, the uncertainty of the or-ganic process, and the lack of consultation

Barriers of Conversion to Organic ...  / Rashidpour
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services are some other barriers. These re-sults support the findings of Bartulović andKozorog (2014), Best (2009), and Sahm et al.(2013). More bureaucracy in the form of pa-perwork and inspections were seen as a con-straint to converting to organic farming.Strict legislation and bureaucracy are a bar-rier mentioned in the literature even thoughthey only appear as minor barriers. Policy-makers and farmers do not have a clear in-sight into factors that hamper or stimulatethe conversion to organic farming (Acs et al.,2007). Also, the lack of consultation services,the lack of technical support, and the uncer-tainty of the organic process are consideredimportant barriers. Institutional risk is alsoregarded as political uncertainty affectingregulations and subsidies to organic farming. Evidently, the most important natural bar-rier to conversion into organic farming wasthe perception of potential problems. Mostproducers believed that agricultural produc-tion was impossible without using chemicalfertilizers and pesticides. They also believedthat the abundance of weeds and pests forcedthem to use pesticides. The restricted use offertilizers and pesticides decreases potentialyields. The perceived problem of weeds andpests, which could potentially destroy thewhole harvest, seems to be a major barrierfor conversion. Managing soil health is an on-going management challenge and lack of ac-cess to organic fertilizer inputs in someplaces is a significant barrier to improvingsoil health and fertility. The inability to usethese measures increased the production riskas well as the financial risk and was thus abarrier to conversion (Mackie et al., 2012).Some farmers do not want to convert to or-ganic agriculture because they think thatfighting against disease is not easy (Cukur,2015).The study shows that farmers are facedwith strong barriers to converting to organicfarming, including economic, social, policysupport, informational and educational, andnatural barriers. Economic barriers were de-termined to be the most important barriers

for farmers. This means that constraints aremore economic in nature than technical orcultural. The absence of price differences, lowyields, marketing and sales restrictions, andhigh costs of organic inputs are the main eco-nomic barriers for the farmers. Therefore, thefollowing recommendations can be drawn:The government and financial services haveto support organic farmers to grow the mar-ket and consider economic incentives for or-ganic production.As shown in the results, farmers are mostunaware and unfamiliar with organic farmingwhile it is very important for converting toorganic practice, so the government andother promoters need to increase informa-tion in this area.Organic farming has been neglected in theagricultural policy, and therefore there is lessgovernment assistance for the promotion oforganic farming. Requirements to decreasethese barriers are farm planning and exten-sion, development of programmers promot-ing environmental issues, legal issues, andeducation.Despite these barriers, organic farming isoften more profitable, delivers more environ-mental benefits, and is healthier in terms ofincreased nutritional benefits and reduceddietary pesticide exposure. Therefore, farm-ers should be supported and trained to over-come barriers of conversion into organicfarming.
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