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Abstract

Intellectual and clerical groups were always prominent as two influential groups on social political
developments in Iran during the second Pahlavi period. During this period, various intellectual groups,
including leftists and nationalists, were active, and clerics, as guardians of religion in Iran, took different
positions against these intellectual groups. The clerics took a stand against the Communist party whose
public and secret activities were actually based on the two principles of Marxism-Leninism, and the
opposition to religious beliefs was considered as a main basis of Marxist thinking, and in the ongoing
nationalization of the oil industry, despite the difference in the views of the intellectuals. The nationalists
and clerics supported the nationalization of the oil industry and Dr. Mossadeq due to the role of religion
in the community of clerics to fight internal tyranny and foreign colonialism, but with Dr. Mossadeq as
the prime minister, a difference arose between them due to their attitude toward tradition and modernism
and led to the coup d'état that took place on August 19, 1953. Various groups of intellectuals and clerics
went to the margins of society after the coup d'état on August 28. And in a period of less than a decade,
they were deprived of the initiative to act or the ability to act and the power to influence affairs. In
general, this article seeks to answer the question of what factors affect the relationship between non-
religious intellectual groups and the clergy in Pahlavi, and to answer this question, it should be said that
the type of attitude toward tradition and modernism and the difference in the nature of the political system
in the second Pahlavi period were influential factors in the relationship between the cleric and intellectual
trends.
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