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Religious tourism, as one of the subsets of the
large and diverse global tourism industry, has a
special place in countries' economic growth. In
Iran, apart from domestic trips to religious
tourism destinations and religious places
located in different cities such as Mashhad,
Shiraz, Qom, etc., occasional religious
ceremonies are also held in some different cities
of the country, which welcome domestic and
foreign tourists. The country has been able to
play an essential role in the spatial development
of cities and influences regional development.
One of these regions of the country, which in
recent years has been considered one of the
important religious tourism destinations of the
country and has found a special place among
religious tourists, is Ilam province and
especially Ilam and Mehran cities. Due to their
proximity to lraq as a crossing point for sacred
rituals, these cities receive many pilgrims and
tourists from inside and outside the country with
the annual Arba'een pilgrimage. Pilgrims who
enter llam province to participate in the
Arba'een walk to go to the Mehran border
region from Chardavol of Sirvan and Ilam and
spend 1 or 2 to 24 hours going through the legal
procedures of crossing the border in the border
towns. (Mehran) will last. As a result, an
opportunity will be provided, leading to
economic development and job creation in the
border and peripheral cities of the country if
services are provided for the well-being of
pilgrims and the establishment of guest houses,
inns, and hotels. Therefore, this tourism
destination is a clear example for analyzing the
religious tourism destination process. Managers
and planners must have a developmental
perspective by holding this ritual in the
province. Thus, the current article tries to study
and investigate the regional development of
Ilam and Mehran cities in Ilam province by
identifying the policies of religious tourism and
answering the main question: -What is the
causal model of the effective components in
regional development policies with the
approach of religious tourism?

The present research is classified as applied
research in terms of research type. The research
method employed is descriptive-analytical in
methodology, with data and information
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collected through two primary methods:
library-documentary  research and field
research. In the library method, various sources
have been utilized, including scientific articles,
theses, relevant books, documents, statistical
reports from organizations, internet sources,
and information from implemented urban
development projects. This comprehensive
approach allows for an in-depth examination of
the conditions in the studied cities, particularly
those influenced by religious tourism, to inform
policy formulation. To further quantify these
policies and gain deeper insights into the
research subject, input was obtained from
experts, governmental institutions, officials,
and stakeholders, representing the statistical
community, through interviews and
questionnaires. A total of 30 stakeholders and
experts from the llam Governorate, District
Governorate, and Municipality of Mehran and
Illam were selected using snowball sampling as
the sample size. Through collaboration with
these stakeholders, overarching policies
concerning religious tourism's impact on
regional development were derived. The
guestionnaire underwent formal validation, and
reliability was assessed using Cronbach's alpha
test, yielding a coefficient of 0.859, indicating
the questionnaire's reliability and validity. For
data analysis and addressing the research
questions, SPSS software was utilized
alongside structural equation modeling (SEM)
and partial least squares (PLS).

Regarding the economic components obtained
based on D+R and D-R, it is evident that the
component of attracting participation and
directing private sector capital to the tourism
sector holds the highest value of D-R (1.255),
indicating its significant influence. This is
depicted in the upper part of the graph,
highlighting its importance as a criterion. In
terms of social factors, the results indicate that
creating discourse about religious tourism at
various institutional levels, including offices,
schools, and educational systems at the
provincial level through conferences, meetings,
and workshops, holds the highest value of D-R
(1.953). This positioning in the upper part of the
diagram underscores its considerable impact.
Regarding  environmental  factors, the
component of protection and conservation of
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resources, along with its promotion through the
installation of banners across the province,
demonstrates the highest value of D-R (1.932).
Its placement in the upper part of the chart
emphasizes its significance as a key indicator.
However, other components such as the
preparation of police stations, compilation of
brochures, and road clearance initiatives are
categorized as less influential as they fall within
the lower ranks of the chart.

The cities of Ilam and Mehran have the
potential to strategically plan and offer diverse
religious tourism experiences, particularly due
to their proximity to the international border
serving as the gateway of Atbat. These cities
possess ample opportunities for the growth and
development of religious tourism within the
country.  Their unique cultural-religious
significance, characterized by a multitude of
centers, monuments, and historical buildings,
holds immense potential to attract tourists.
Furthermore, the existing cultural atmosphere
fosters the advancement of religious-cultural
tourism in the region. One significant
opportunity for attracting religious tourists to
these cities is the annual Arbaeen walking
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ritual, which draws hundreds of thousands of
Hosseini pilgrims from both domestic and
international locations. Recognizing the pivotal
role of tourism, particularly religious tourism,
in the development of these cities, it is
imperative to prioritize religious tourism
initiatives. Accordingly, directing attention
towards regional development policies, coupled
with sound and strategic planning, can pave the
way for sustainable development in these cities.
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