
Benjamin Mutin – Resume – 1 
 

Benjamin Mutin – Resume 
 

Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology, 
Harvard University 
11 Divinity Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138 
benmutin@gmail.com 
 

EDUCATION – UNIVERSITE PARIS 1 PANTHEON-SORBONNE 

2021 Habilitation à Diriger des Recherches. 

2007 Doctorate, Prehistory, Ethnology, Anthropology. 

2002 Master 2 (DEA), Prehistory, Ethnology, Anthropology. 

2001 Master 1 (Maîtrise), Archaeology. 

1999 Bachelor (Licence), Archaeology. 

1998 DEUG (two-year diploma), Art History and Archaeology. 

PUBLICATIONS (A SELECTION) 

BOOKS 

Forth. Mutin Benjamin. Sarazm Excavation VII. Analysis of the archives and material assemblage from 
Roland Besenval archaeological excavation at Sarazm, Zeravshan Valley, Tajikistan (1984-1994). 
Turnhout: Brepols (Oxus Series). 

2013 Mutin Benjamin. The Proto-Elamite Settlement and its Neighbors: Tepe Yahya Period IVC. 
Oxford, UK et Oakville, CT, USA: Oxbow Books (American School of Prehistoric Research (ASPR) 
Monograph Series, Harvard University). 

EDITED VOLUMES 

2016 Lefèvre Vincent, Didier Aurore & Mutin Benjamin. South Asian Archaeology and Art 2012. Man 
and Environment in Prehistoric and Protohistoric South Asia: New Perspectives. Proceedings of 
the Twenty-First Conference of the European Association of South-Asian Archaeologists (Paris, 2-
6 July 2012). Turnhout: Brepols (INDPL 12). 

BOOK CHAPTERS, CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS, EXHIBITION CATALOGUES 

(* peer-reviewed) 

Forth. Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf & Razzokov Farhod. One Cylinder-Seal and Four Stamp-
Seals(?): Review of the Evidence for “Administrative Practices” at the Proto-Urban Site of 
Sarazm, Tajikistan. In: Parpola A. & Koskikallio P. (eds.), Corpus of Indus Seals and Inscriptions. 
Helsinki: Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia (Annales Academiae Scientiarum Fennicae / Memoirs of 
the Archaeological Survey of India). 

Forth. Didier Aurore & Mutin Benjamin. Seals and seal impressions from Kech-Makran (Balochistan, 
Southwestern Pakistan), 4th and 3rd Millennia BCE. In: Parpola A. & Koskikallio P. (eds.), Corpus 
of Indus Seals and Inscriptions. Helsinki: Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia (Annales Academiae 
Scientiarum Fennicae / Memoirs of the Archaeological Survey of India). 
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Forth. Garazhian Omran & Mutin Benjamin. Copper Compartmented Seals from the Bam Region 
(Kerman, Iran). In: Parpola A. & Koskikallio P. (eds.), Corpus of Indus Seals and Inscriptions. 
Helsinki: Suomalainen Tiedeakatemia (Annales Academiae Scientiarum Fennicae / Memoirs of 
the Archaeological Survey of India). 

2021 * Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. Migrations, transfers, exchanges, convergences? 
Assessing similarities and differences among the earliest farmers between the Daulatabad and 
Kachi Plains (Southern Iran and Pakistan). In: Lebeau M. (ed.), Identity, Diversity & Contacts. 
Proceedings of the International Congress The East 1. Turnhout: Brepols. 

2021 * Mutin Benjamin & Lamberg-Karlovsky C.C. The Relationship between the Oxus Civilization 
and the Indo-Iranian Borderlands. In: Lyonnet B. & Dubova N.A. (eds.), The World of the Oxus 
Civilization: 551-589. New York: Routledge (The Routledge Worlds Series). 

2021 Mutin Benjamin. The metallic assemblage from Excavation VII at Sarazm. In: Ubaidullo N. 
(ed.), Sbornik materialov konferesii posvyasheniy 5500-letiyu Sarazma. Dushanbe: Donish. 

2020  * Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf, Brunet Frédérique & Francfort Henri-Paul. 2011-2014 
Fieldwork of the Tajik-French Project at Sarazm. In: Greaves L. & Hardy A. (eds.), Religions, 
Society, Trade and Kingship: Archaeology and Art in South Asia and along the Silk Road: 21-34. 
New Delhi: Dev. 

2020 Mutin Benjamin. Exploring gender inequality between Makran and Turan during the Bronze 
Age. In: Usai D., Tuzatto S. & Vidale M. (eds.), Tales of three worlds. Archaeology and beyond: 
Asia, Italy, Africa. A tribute to Sandro Salvatori: 85-97. Oxford: Archaeopress. 

2019 Garazhian Omran, Mutin Benjamin & Mohammadkhani Kourosh. Comparative Assessment of 
Geomagnetic Survey Results with Archaeological Test-Trenches. Case study of Tell-e Atashi, 
Darestan, Southeastern Kerman (in Persian). In: Shirazi R. (ed.), 16th Annual Symposium on the 
Iranian Archaeology (A Collection of Short Articles 2017): 410-413. Tehran: ICAR and RICHT. 

2019 Garazhian Omran & Mutin Benjamin. General archaeological survey of the Bam-Narmashir 
region with an emphasis on Darestan (in Persian). In: Shirazi R. (ed.), 15th Annual Symposium on 
the Iranian Archaeology (A Collection of Short Articles 2016): 314-318. Tehran: ICAR and RICHT. 

2017 Franke Ute, Mutin Benjamin & Buquet Cécile. Excavations and Explorations in Kuhandaz and 
the Old City. Excavations in Kuhandaz. In: Franke U. & Urban T. (eds.), Ancient Herat Vol. 2. 
Excavations and Explorations in Herat City: 689-732. Stuttgart: Druck & Medien, Staatliche 
Museen zu Berlin. 

2017 Mutin Benjamin & Besenval Roland. Further Explorations – Herat City Survey. The Old City 
Survey. In: Franke U. & Urban T. (eds.), Ancient Herat Vol. 2. Excavations and Explorations in 
Herat City: 733-735. Stuttgart: Druck & Medien, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin. 

2017 Mutin Benjamin. Ost-Iran und der Osten in der Bronzezeit. In: Helwing B. & Annen S. (eds.), 
Iran, Frühe Kulturen zwischen Wasser und Wüste, 13.4.2017-20.8.2017: 90-95. Bonn: Kunsthalle 
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. 

2016 * Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf, Besenval Roland & Francfort Henri-Paul. Resuming 
Joint Tajik-French Fieldwork at Sarazm, Tajikistan. Preliminary Activity Report on the 2011-
2012 Field Seasons. In: Lefèvre V., Didier A. & Mutin B. (eds.), South Asian Archaeology and Arts 
2012. Man and Environment in Prehistoric and Protohistoric South Asia: New Perspectives. 
Proceedings of the Twenty-First Conference of the European Association of South-Asian 
Archaeologists (Paris, 2-6 July 2012): 197-209. Turnhout: Brepols (INDPL 12). 
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2015 Didier Aurore & Mutin Benjamin. The Kech Makran Region in Protohistoric Times. In: Franke 
U. & Cortesi E. (eds.), Lost and Found. Prehistoric Pottery Treasures from Baluchistan: 297-334. 
Berlin: Museum of Islamic Art. 

2013 * Mutin Benjamin. Ceramic Traditions and Interactions on the Southeastern Iranian Plateau 
during the fourth Millennium BC. In: Petrie C.A. (ed.), Ancient Iran and its neighbours – Local 
developments and long-range interactions in the 4th Millennium BC: 253-275. Oxford: Oxbow 
Books and British Institute for Persian Studies. 

2012 * Mutin Benjamin. Interactions céramiques en Asie moyenne autour de 3000 av. J.-C. : quel(s) 
modèle(s) ? In: Lefèvre V. (ed.), Orientalismes. De l’archéologie au musée. Mélanges offerts à 
Jean-François Jarrige: 263-278. Turnhout: Brepols (INDPL 9). 

2005 * Besenval Roland, Marcon Vincent, Buquet Cécile & Mutin Benjamin. Shahi-Tump: Results of 
the Last Field-Seasons (2001-2003). In: Franke-Vogt U. & Weisshaar H.-J. (eds.), South Asian 
Archaeology 2003, Proceedings of the Seventeenth International Conference of the European 
Association of South Asian Archaeologists (7-11 July 2003, Bonn): 49-56. Aachen: Linden Soft. 

ARTICLES IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS 

2020 * Mutin Benjamin, Garazhian Omran & Shakooie Maryam. The Neolithic regional settlement 
of Darestan, Southern Lut Desert, Iran. Archaeological Research in Asia 24 (2020) 100230. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ara.2020.100230.  

2020 * Mutin Benjamin. Of Intercultural Interaction and Innovation: A Case-study based on Late 
Chalcolithic Copper Objects from Pakistan and their Parallels in Iran and Central Asia. 
Archäologische Mitteilungen aus Iran und Turan 49: 101-121. 

2019 * Brunet Frédérique, Francfort Henri-Paul, Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf & Besenval 
Roland. Archaeological study of Sarazm in 2014 by the Tajik-French joint expedition (MAFAC) 
(en russe). Arkheologicheskie raboty v Tadzhikistane 40: 64-80. 

2019 * Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. Iranian-French Archaeological Mission in Bam, 
Kerman. Summary of Field-Seasons 2016-2017. Archaeology. Journal of the Iranian Center for 
Archaeological Research 2(2): 93-106. 

2019 * Mutin Benjamin & Francfort Henri-Paul. Bronze Age Relationships between Central Asia and 
the Indus: Archaeology, Language, and Genetics. Marg-A Magazine of the Arts 70(4) (Gandhara: 
A Confluence of Cultures): 14-25. 

2019 * Sarhaddi-Dadian Hossein, Mutin Benjamin & Moradi Hossein. New Data on the Chalcolithic 
and Bronze Age periods in the South-Eastern Greater Periphery of the Jazmurian Basin: 
Archaeological Survey along the Sarbaz Valley and in Adjacent Areas in Iranian Baluchestan. 
Iran 55 (2). https://doi.org/10.1080/05786967.2019.1566762. 

2019 * Mutin Benjamin & Minc Leah. The Formative Phase of the Helmand Civilization, Iran and 
Afghanistan: New Data from Compositional Analysis of Ceramics from Shahr-i Sokhta, Iran. 
Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports 23: 881-899. 

2018 * Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. Bam Archaeological Mission (BAM). A New 
Archaeological Research Program in Kerman Province, Iran. Antiquity 92(363): 1-7. 

2017 * Mutin Benjamin, Moradi Hossein, Sarhaddi-Dadian Hossein, Fazeli Nashli Hassan & Soltani 
Mojtaba. New Discoveries in the Bampur Valley (southeastern Iran) and their Implications for 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ara.2020.100230
https://doi.org/10.1080/05786967.2019.1566762
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the Understanding of Settlement Pattern in the Indo-Iranian Borderlands during the 
Chalcolithic Period. Iran 55(1): 1-21. 

2017 * Mutin Benjamin, Minc Leah, Lamberg-Karlovsky C.C. & Tosi Maurizio. Regional and Long-
Distance Exchanges of an Emblematic “Prestige” Ceramic in the Indo-Iranian Borderlands. 
Results of Neutron Activation Analysis. Paléorient 43(1): 141-162. 

2017 * Brunet Frédérique, Francfort Henri-Paul, Mutin Benjamin & Razzokov Abdurauf. Results of 
the archaeological research at Sarazm, 2013. Fieldwork of the Tajik-French Expedition 
(MAFAC) (en russe). Arkheologicheskie raboty v Tadzhikistane 39: 20-39. 

2016 * Mutin Benjamin, Lamberg-Karlovsky C.C. & Minc Leah. Investigating Ceramic Production 
during the Proto-Elamite Period at Tepe Yahya, Southeastern Iran: Results of Instrumental 
Neutron Activation Analysis of Periods IVC and IVB Ceramics. Journal of Archaeological Science: 
Reports, Special Issue: Uruk Expansion: 849-862. 

2016 * Brunet Frédérique, Francfort Henri-Paul, Razzokov Abdurauf & Mutin Benjamin. Results of 
the archaeological study of Sarazm, 2012. Fieldwork of the French-Tajik Mission (MAFAC) (en 
russe). Arkheologicheskie raboty v Tadzhikistane 38: 15-38. 

2015 * Mutin Benjamin. Chrono-cultural Sequence of the Bampur Valley (Southeastern Iran) during 
the Chalcolithic Period: A Reevaluation of the Stein Collection at the Peabody Museum, 
Harvard University. Iran 53: 1-28. 

2014 * Francfort Henri-Paul, Razzokov Abdurauf & Mutin Benjamin. Sarazm, Tadjikistan: 
Preliminary Report on the Archaeological Excavations of the joint French-Tajik Mission 2011 
(en russe). Arkheologicheskie Raboty v Tadzhikistane 37: 25-77. 

2014 * Mutin Benjamin & Razzokov Abdurauf. Contacts across the Hindu Kush in the Bronze Age. 
Additional Insights from Sarazm – Soundings 11-11A (Tajikistan). Archäologische Mitteilungen 
aus Iran und Turan 46: 123-147. 

2013 * Didier Aurore & Mutin Benjamin. La production céramique protohistorique du Makran 
pakistanais dans la compréhension des relations indo-iraniennes. In: Bendezu-Sarmiento J. 
(ed.), Archéologie française en Asie centrale post-soviétique. Un enjeu sociopolitique et culturel: 
461-486. Paris: Editions IFEAC-Complexe (Cahiers d’Asie centrale 21-22). 

2012 * Mutin Benjamin. Cultural Dynamics in Southern Middle-Asia in the Fifth and Fourth Millennia 
BC: A Reconstruction based on Ceramic Traditions. Paléorient 38(1): 161-186. 

2006 * Mutin Benjamin. La Basket Ware, une production céramique originale de la protohistoire des 
confins indo-iraniens. Paléorient 32(2): 175-193. 

CONFERENCES (A SELECTION) 

2021 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran (originellement prévue pour 2020). « Current fieldwork in 
the Lut Desert region (southeastern Iran) sheds new light on the Indo-Iranian Borderlands 
Neolithic », 25e International Conference of the European Association of South Asian 
Archaeologists, Barcelone, Espagne. 

2021 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran (originellement prévue pour 2020). « Between the Fertile 
Crescent and South Asia: Tell-e Atashi and the Neolithic of the southern Lut Desert, Iran », 12e 
International Congresses on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, Rome, Italie. 
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2021 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran (originellement prévue pour 2020). « The Neolithic in the 
eastern margins of the Zagros Mountains », International Conference Revisiting the Hilly Flanks: 
the Epipalaeolithic and Neolithic periods in the eastern Fertile Crescent, Copenhague, 
Danemark. 

2020 Mutin Benjamin, Garazhian Omran & Juercke Friederike. « Human-landscape coevolution in the 
southern Lut Desert, Iran », American Schools of Oriental Research Annual Meeting, Boston, 
MA, États-Unis. 

2019 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. « Reinvestigating the Neolithic Period in Southeastern Iran 
and the Indo-Iranian Borderlands: Results from Recent Field Research in Darestan, Iran », First 
International Conference of The East, Bruxelles, Belgique. 

2019 Garazhian Omran, Mutin Benjamin & Mohammadkhani Kourosh. « Comparative Assessment 
of Geomagnetic Survey Results with Archaeological Test-Trenches. Case-Study of Tell-e Atashi, 
Darestan, Southeastern Kerman », 16e Annual Symposium on the Iranian Archaeology, Téhéran, 
Iran. 

2017 Garazhian Omran & Mutin Benjamin. « New Archaeological Research in Bam-Narmashir, 
Kerman. Second International Conference on the Archaeology of Southeastern Iran », Jiroft, Iran. 

2017 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. « Recent Archaeological Research in the Southern 
Periphery of the Lut Desert, Iran », American Schools of Oriental Research Annual Meeting, 
Boston, MA, États-Unis. 

2017 Garazhian Omran & Mutin Benjamin. « New Iranian-French Joint Archaeological Mission in Bam 
(Southeastern Iran). Results of Field Season 2016 and Objectives », Iranian Center for 
Archaeological Research, Téhéran, Iran. 

2017 Mutin Benjamin & Garazhian Omran. « The Neolithization of Northwest South Asia: Fresh View 
from New Bam Archaeological Mission, Kerman, Southeastern Iran », Annual Meeting of the New 
England Association for Asian Studies, Asia: Past, Present, Future, Boston College, États-Unis. 

2016 Mutin Benjamin. « Southern Iran in the Second Millennium BCE », American Schools of Oriental 
Research Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX, États-Unis. 

2016 Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf, Brunet Frédérique & Francfort Henri-Paul. « Sarazm, 
Tajikistan: Synthesis of the 2011-2014 Fieldwork of the Tajik-French Joint Project », 23e 
International Conference of the European Association of South Asian Archaeologists, Cardiff, 
Royaume-Uni. 

2015 Mutin Benjamin. « A Review of Proto-Elamite Archaeology », International Congress of Young 
Archaeologists, Téhéran, Iran. 

2014 Mutin Benjamin. « A script, an oikumene, a horizon style, a civilization? A Review of Proto-
Elamite Archaeology », American Schools of Oriental Research Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA, 
États-Unis. 

2014 Mutin Benjamin & Besenval Roland. « The Southeastern Iranian Plateau during Protohistory », 
12e annual symposium on Iranian archaeology, Téhéran, Iran. 

2014 Mutin Benjamin. « “Uruk” Presence at Tepe Yahya », 79e Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Austin, TX, États-Unis. 
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2013 Mutin Benjamin. « Reflection on the Ancient Southeastern Iranian Plateau and its Implications 
toward a Non-Uniform Picture of Iran in the Fifth Millennium BC », International conference A 
New Look at Old Routes in western Asia: Rethinking Iran in the 5th millennium, Berlin, Allemagne. 

2013 Mutin Benjamin. « Revisiting Contacts across the Hindu Kush in the Bronze Age Period », 78e 
Annual Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, Honolulu, HI, États-Unis. 

2012 Mutin Benjamin. « In the Western “Periphery,” before the Indus Civilization », International 
conference The Indus Civilization: Center and Periphery, Aachen, Allemagne. 

2012 Mutin Benjamin, Razzokov Abdurauf, Besenval Roland, Francfort Henri-Paul & Gondet 
Sébastien. « Resuming Joint Fieldwork at Sarazm, Tajikistan: Preliminary Results of the 2011 
Tajik-French Field Season », 21e International Conference of the European Association of South 
Asian Archaeologists, Paris, France. 

2011 Mutin Benjamin. « Ceramics in Southeastern Iran in the Late Fourth – Third Millennia BC: A View 
from Tepe Yahya », International conference Shahdad and the Bronze Age in southeast Iran, 
Cambridge, Royaume-Uni. 

2011 Mutin Benjamin. « Cultural Dynamics in Southern Middle-Asia in the Fifth and Fourth Millennia 
BC: A Reconstruction based on Ceramic Traditions », 76e Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Sacramento, CA, États-Unis. 

2009 Mutin, Benjamin. « Ceramic Traditions and Interactions on the Southeastern Iranian Plateau 
during the Fourth Millennium BC », International conference Ancient Iran and its neighbours – 
Local developments and long-range interactions in the 4th Millennium BC, Cambridge, Royaume-
Uni. 

2007 Casanova, Michèle, Cotty Marianne, Mutin Benjamin & Theiller Catherine. « Shahr-i Sokhta: 
The Burnt City (Iran). French Archaeological Excavations: Preliminary Results of the 2005-2006 
Field-Seasons », Poster, 19e International Conference of the European Association of South 
Asian Archaeologists, Ravenne, Italie. 

2005 Mutin Benjamin. « Short Account on the Pottery from Kech-Makran Period II (Pakistan) », 18e 
International Conference of the European Association of South Asian Archaeologists, Londres, 
Royaume-Uni. 

2003 Besenval, Roland, Marcon Vincent, Buquet Cécile & Mutin Benjamin. « Shahi-Tump (Pakistan): 
Results of the Last Field-Seasons (2001-2003) », 17e International Conference of the European 
Association of South Asian Archaeologists, Bonn, Allemagne. 
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