
 

Education in the Third Millennium: Twenty-First Century Skills for 

Language Teaching 

 

Guest Editors: 

Name: Assistant Prof. Dr. Neda Fatehi Rad 

Affiliation: Department of English Language and Literature, Kermn Branch, Islamic Azad 

University, Kerman, Iran 

E-mail address: nedafatehi@yahoo.com 

 

Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Hamed Barjesteh,  

Affiliation: Department of English Language and Literature, Ayatollah Amoli Branch, Islamic 

Azad University, Amol, Iran 

E-mail address: Ha_bar77@yahoo.com 

 

 

Name: Associate Prof. Dr. Santosh Kumar Behera 

Affiliation: Dept. of Education, Kazi Nazrul University, West Bengal, India, 

E-mail addresses:  santosh.behera@knu.ac.in 

 

 

Name: Dr Mehdi Manoochehrzadeh 

Affiliation: Zerodale Inc. Centre for Research in Entrepreneurship Education and Development, 

Toronto, Canada 

E-mail address:  mmsp79@yahoo.com 

 
 

Description:  

 

In the 21st century, language education has evolved to encompass more than just teaching 

grammar and vocabulary. It now involves acquiring additional skills that are essential 

competencies for success in the new era. There is a growing dissatisfaction with the effectiveness 

of mainstream English language teaching (ELT) in foreign language instruction, particularly in 

expanding and outer circle countries (e.g., Bangladesh, Ghana, the Philippines, China, Egypt, 

Korea, Iran, Japan, Russia, to name but a few) and at different national and international 

conferences and symposiums. The main dissatisfaction concerns the centralized, top-down 

educational management and policy.  
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Many teaching models and materials often do not effectively connect with the real-life 

concerns of learners, leading to dissatisfaction and the adoption of internationally marketed 

materials in classrooms. This can be problematic as these materials may promote western cultural 

values and present a utopian environment that may not resonate with local learners. There is a 

growing need to incorporate ELT materials that cater to the specific needs of learners in EFL 

classrooms within TEFL contexts. Adapting materials to better reflect local realities and concerns 

can enhance the effectiveness of language education. The emergence of critical approaches in 

education has shed light on the importance of considering the sociocultural and sociopolitical 

dimensions in language teaching. It is crucial for language policymakers to recognize that ELT is 

not value-free and should not be viewed solely as an educational concern. By incorporating these 

perspectives, students can be trained to become critical thinkers, effective communicators, creative 

individuals, and collaborative team members. This holistic approach to language education can 

better prepare learners for the complexities of the modern world. Actually, education should 

prepare students for a lifelong learning, and paves the ground for the new-century workplace.  

Considering this gap in the language pedagogy, this special issue adopts the influence of 21st-

century skills on pedagogy as the main theme with the focus on the evolving trends in education. 

This special issue seeks to welcome original research papers, reviews, case studies, meta-analyses, 

systematic reviews, or position papers on how education in the 21the century may affect language 

learning. We aim to identify interventions that are both desirable and practical in various language 

domains for effective learning. Researchers from everywhere around the world are welcome to 

submit their work in the following areas of study. In addition, we welcome submissions from 

disciplines not specifically included here, provided they fall within the scope of the subject: 

 

• Political dimension of language teaching 

• (Re)humanising education policies 

• Influence of 21st-century skills on pedagogy 

• Cultural and language diversities and literacies 

• Curriculum and materials development in transformative pedagogy 

• Critical approach to L2 classroom discourse  

• Critical thinking/ pedagogy in education 

• Bakhtin’s dialogical driven pedagogy 

• Positive psychology in the third millennium  

• Developing counter-hegemonic materials 



 

• Technological paradigms, the digital shift, and mobile technologies 

• Innovative assessment/evaluation methodologies 

• Critical language teacher education practices 

 

Review process for the selection and rejection of papers 

Each submitted manuscript will be considered by the gust editors or one of the associate editors. 

If it meets the minimum criteria to be included in the review process, one of the editors (topic 

expert) selects at least two external reviewers for a detailed evaluation process.  

 

 

 Neda Fatehi Rad is an assistant professor of English Language Teaching 

at Islamic Azad University, Kerman Branch, Iran. She is, also director of charge of journal on 

new trends on English Language teaching (JNTELL). She mainly teaches language testing, 

research methodology and research at graduate level and her main areas of interest include 

teachers' education, cooperative learning, language testing and research. She has published 62 

papers in international and national academic journals. She has published five books in the field 

of translation, language learning and teaching.  

Hamed Barjesteh, an associate professor of education and applied 

linguistics at Islamic Azad University, Ayatollah Amoli branch, has been a teacher educator for 

two decades. He has authored numerous books and articles on English language teaching for 

learners of all ages and has shared his expertise at both national and international conferences. 

Barjesteh has actively engaged in training and mentoring teachers. He supervised numerous MA 

thesis and Ph.D. dissertations, He held several significant positions, including the founder of the 

language and culture, head of the English department, the Dean of the School of humanities and 

social sciences , and the rector of a higher education university.  Additionally, He has made 

numerous editorial contributions by serving as the review editor for multiple journals and being 

an editorial board member for others. His research focuses on critical language pedagogy, 



thinking skills in language learning, Critical Language testing, dynamic assessment, and positive 

psychology.  

 

 Santosh Kumar Behera, Associate Professor at Dept. of Education, Kazi Nazrul 

University, Asansol, Paschim Bardhaman, West Benga.  He is expert in educational technology. 

He  supervised numerous MA theses and Ph.D. dissertations, and currently leads the English 

Language department. He is expert in Philosophical Foundations of Education, Teacher Education, 

Educational Technology, Educational Research, Education for Sustainable Development. He 

reviewed various articles published in scholarly journals and also holds a position as a coeditor for 

several scientific journals. He is the Associate Editor, co-Editors-in-Chief, Member of Editorial 

Board, of some journals and serves as Member of Editorial Review Board of different academic 

journals.  

 

 

 Mehdi Manoochehrzadeh is an independent researcher and a consultant 

specializing in English language teaching and teacher education. With more than ten years of 

expertise in innovative language learning techniques, he established the Manoochehrzadeh 

Language Academy Manocherzadeh is also the founder of a center for research in entrepreneurship 

education and development in Toronto, Canada.  He is expert in designing curriculums, managing 

educational programs, and creating interactive learning solutions. Manoochehrzadeh is globally 

recognized for introducing the groundbreaking "Puzzling method" that has greatly improved 

English language acquisition for thousands of learners worldwide. He supervised and trained many 

in-service teachers.  He is deeply involved in incorporating technology and gaming elements into 

language education to make learning a universally enjoyable endeavor. Additionally, he has 

authored numerous influential publications in the field of English language education. 

 

 



 

Time-table: 

• Proposed abstract submission: Open now 

• Decision on acceptance of abstracts: August 30th, 2024 

• Opening of submission portal for full manuscripts: November 20th, 2024 

• Closure of portal for new submission: April 30th, 2025 

•  Tentative date for publication: September 30th 2025 

 

 

If you have any queries, please contact the guest editors at 

 nedafatehi@yahoo.com or ha_bar77@yahoo.com 
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